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JOB COMPLETION REPORT
SURVEYS AND INVESTIGATIONS PROJECTS
STATE OF ILLINOIS
PROJECT NO. W-49-R-32
STUDY XV: Wildlife Harvests
JOB NO. 4: Trapper harvest survey, 1984-85

ABSTRACT: A stratified random sample of 1,200 persons who purchased 1984
series trapping licenses in Illinois was surveyed after the trapping
season. The licensees were contacted by first class mail in three
mailings. Questionnaires were deliverable to 1,190 (99.17%) re-
cipients from which 945 useable replies were received (79.41% return).
Of these, 89.95% were active, i.e. set one or more traps during the
season. Only 2.35% of the active trappers were ineffective, i.e.
caught nothing.

The 1984-85 survey covered 10 furbearer species. Findings are
presented: 1) on a statewide basis, 2) for each of the 10 wildlife
management units in the state, and 3) for the two furbearer manage-
ment zones currently in use. Data include estimated number and
density of effective trappers, estimated total trapper harvest and
trapper harvest per unit area, and average season catch. Statewide
projections for number of effective trappers and total trapper har-
vest (in parentheses) are: muskrat (Ondatra zibethicus) 8,123
(217,615), mink (Mustela vison) 5,196 (15,848), raccoon (Procyon

lotor) 9,213 (120,230), opossum (Didelphis marsupialis) 6,616 (45,518),
red fox (Vulpes vulpes) 2,661 (8,356), gray fox (Urocyon cinereo-
argenteus) 1,292 (2,468), beaver (Castor canadensis) 2,104 (7,553),
striped skunk (Mephitis mephitis) 1,863 (5,142), weasel (Mustela
frenata, M. nivalis) 228 (278), and coyote (Canis latramns) 1,812
(4,621).

The average trapper had traps set for 26 days (or nights). Active
trappers spent an average of $142 on trapping expenses. Hunting or
combination hunting and fishing licenses were purchased by 80.557
of the active trappers. The majority of effective muskrat trappers
(59.917%) caught 20 or fewer muskrats during the season. Most effec-
tive raccoon trappers (75.38%) harvested from 1 to 15 raccoons for
the entire season and 88.72% trapped 25 or less. Trappers sold
95.90% of their 1984-85 catch of which 4.79% was sold out-of-state.
Accidental catches were reported by 34.93% of the trappers who
responded to the survey. The accidental catch rate was 2.80% or
one accidental catch for every 36 furbearers trapped. 30.44% of
the licensed trappers also hunted furbearers, primarily raccoons.
The harvest of pelts by hunting trappers amounted to 6.787 of the
total trapped catch in the sample.
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JOB COMPLETION REPORT
SURVEYS AND INVESTIGATIONS PROJECTS
STATE OF ILLINOIS |
PROJECT NO.: W-49-R-32
STUDY XV: Wildlife Harvests
JOB NO. 4: Trapper harvest survey, 1984-85

OBJECTIVE: To collect information on the annual trapper harvest of furbearers
in Illinois and associated trapper characteristics.

PROCEDURES: A stratified random mail survey of individuals who purchased trapping
licenses was the basic technique employed. Mail survey address cards
were filled out by license vendors for the first license sold in each
book of five resident and non-resident trapping licenses in the 1984
series (total sales estimate 11,976 - 1 July 1985) (Fig.l). At the
same time, the person purchasing the license was provided with an
information card which requested him to keep a record of his activ-
ities since he might be contacted after the close of the season
(Fig. 2). The survey address cards were returned to the Division
of Fish and Wildlife Resources via business reply mail and were
filed according to the licensee's county of residence,

Prior to the close of the muskrat trapping season, a random sub-
sample based on the distribution of the 1978-82 trapping license
sales was drawn. The size of the sub-sample was set at 1,200
since this quantity would result in 900 to 1,000 useable replies
for adequate reliability at the statewlde level. Address cards
in the drawn sample were manually marked with serial numbers to
provide for the removal of respondents’ and undeliverables from
the initial and first follow-up mailings.

An initial and two follow-up mailings to non-respondents were made
with a different letter of transmittal for each mailing (Figs. 3,
4, 5). Questionnaire cards were numbered to correspond with appro-
priate address cards and included with each transmittal letter
(Fig. 6). First class postage (22.,0¢) was used for all mailings.

Questionnaires were returned via business reply permit printed on
the back of the form. Those received were checked for useableness,
and the respondents were initially placed into one of two categories:
inactive -~ those who did not set traps for furbearers during the
1984-85 seasons; active - those who did set one or more traps for
furbearers during the 1984-85 seasons. Active trappers were further
classified as: effective - those who caught one or more furbearers
of the species in question, or ineffective -~ those who did not catch
any furbearers. Next, the county trapped in most, species trapped,
and species hunted were numerically coded.



Reply data were transferred directly to magnetic computer tape at
the Coordinated Sciences Laboratory, University of Illinois, Urbana,
Illinois, using remote terminals and stored for subsequent analysis.
Mr. Jude Shavlik, a consultant employed by the Coordinated Sciences
Laboratory, prepared the data entry and analysis programs and ob-
tained output.

Reply data for each species surveyed were compiled for the 10
wildlife management units in Illinois (Fig. 7). In addition,
confidence limits at the 95% level were calculated by species
for the number of effective trappers, average season catch, and
total trapper harvest on a statewide basis. The formulas used
were described by Cochran (1953) and Snedecor and Cochran (1967).
These are as follows:

a. Number of effective trappers for species:

where N = total license sales
n = number of licensees fZ
in sample +2N LA
n

p = Portion of licensees in
sample who effectively
trapped species in question

q = 1l-p

b. Average season catch per effective
trapper for species in question:

where n. = number of licensees in Z (x-%)*
sample who effectively +1.96 n={
trapped species in
question

7 ’%
X . = reported season catch

l r
for species in question

c. Total trapper harvest: ‘

\ ZE-X)*
where x = reported season catch for 7= —
all licensees responding +2N

to survey - 7 N

All calculations assumed there were no differences between the
activities of the licensees who returned the questionnaire and
those who did not. :



FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS:

1984~85 Trapping Seasons

The 1984-85 fur-bearing mammal trapping seasons varied from 35 to 108
days in length (Table 1). The seasons for all species except beaver, red
fox, gray fox, and coyote lasted 47 days in the northern management zone
‘and 45 days in the southern management zone (Fig. 8). Opening dates were
13 November 1984 and 25 November 1984, respectively. Red fox, gray fox,
and coyote could be legally trapped for 35 days in the northern zone and
45 days in the southern zone starting 25 November 1984. Beaver trapping
season was 96 or 108 days in length depending on zone and opened simul-
taneously with all other species except fox and coyote. No bag limits
were in effect for any furbearer. Special regulations reduced the length
of the beaver season to 47 days along the Mississippi River from Interstate
80 north to the Wisconsin state line as a protective measure for river
otter (Lutra canadensis).

1984-85 Trapper Mail Survey

The initial mailing of 1,200 questionnaires was made on 24 January
1985. The two follow-up mailings to non-respondents were made on 6 March
(667) and 10 April (381) and closed out on 10 May 1985. Approximately
two days preparation was required for each mailing.

A total of 1,190 (99.17%) licensees in the 1984-85 survey sample was
reached by the Postal Service via first class mail. The 10 remaining
questionnaires were returned as undeliverable. There were 945 useable
replies received from the licensees contacted, representing a 79.41%
response on the number delivered. Of these respondents, 850 (89.95%)
reported that they set one or more traps for furbearers during the
season and were classified as active. A total of 830 (97.65%) active
trappers were effective, i.e. caught one or more furbearers, and the
remaining 20 (2.35%) were ineffective, i.e. caught nothing.

a. Number of days trapped

Active trappers had traps set an average of 26.00 days (or nights)
during the 1984-85 season (Fig. 9). The maximum number of days a trapper
could have legally trapped was 108. However, only 2.02% of the respondents
stated they had traps set for over 47 days, and just 30.95% trapped over
30 days. The vast majority of trapping activity is concentrated during
the initial 15 to 30 days of the muskrat, mink, and raccoon seasons. In
1983-84, Illinois trappers had traps set an average of 23.06 days during
a 106-day season (Hubert 1984). The mean number of days trapped in
1982-83 was 24.55 (Hubert 1983).

b. Trapping expenses

Active trappers in 1984-85 spent an average of $142 on trapping
expenses (Fig. 10). Close to half (41.04%) spent over $100 on traps,



lures, license, fuel, and other trapping-related supplies. In 1972, the
estimated trapping expenses for Missouri trappers averaged $76.64 (Sampson
1973). Hubert (1985) estimated the average trapper in Illinois harvested
$240.29 worth of pelts during the 1984-85 season. Therefore, in light of
costs involved, the term '"sport trapping'" appears well justified.

¢. Hunting license purchases

During the 1984-~85 season, 80.55% of the active trappers who responded
to the survey (n = 802) indicated they had purchased an Illinois hunting
license or combination hunting and fishing license. The actual percentage
of trappers who hunt is somewhat higher because persons 65 years of age and
older are not required to buy a hunting license. In summary, most trappers
participate in at least one other form of activity which results in the
harvest of wildlife.

d. Trapper harvest summary

A statewide summary for the 10 species of furbearers surveyed in
1984-85 is presented in Table 2. The data for each species include the
estimated number of effective trappers and their percent of all licensees,
average season catch per effective trapper, estimated total trapper harvest,
and estimated percent and total sold. Similar information for each of 10
species plus the estimated density of effective trappers and pelts har-
vested in each of the 10 wildlife management units is provided in Tables
3 through 12. The original sample sizes from which these data were derived
are presented in Table 13 which also provides the percent of effective
trappers for each species (season catch of one or more).

Statewide confidence intervals at the 95% level for number of effective
trappers, average season catch per effective trapper, and total harvest for
each furbearer are given in Table 14. In most instances, those species with
the greater number of effective trappers in the sample have smaller limits
of variability which result in greater confidence in the projections. In
1984-85, effective raccoon trappers were the most numerous and their pro-
jected number varied by only + 3.56%. The 957% confidence interval projec-
tions for less numerous opossum trappers varied by + 5.857% and for uncommon
weasel trappers by + 46.497.

e. Distribution of harvest among effective trappers

The muskrat and raccoon were the two most important furbearers trapped
during the 1984-85 season in terms of number of effective trappers, average
season catch, and total harvest (Table 2). The reported number of muskrats
harvested by 641 effective muskrat trappers ranged from 1 to 225 and averaged
26.79 (Tables 2, 13, 14, Fig. 11). During the season, 59.91% harvested
20 or fewer muskrats and 95.94% caught 100 or less. All values are similar
to those obtained in the 1980-81, 1981-82, 1982-83, and 1983-84 surveys
(Hubert 1981, 1982, 1983, 1984). Relatively few trappers are extremely
successful at catching muskrats. Of the effective trappers who responded,
110 (17.16%) stated their catch averaged one or more muskrats per day for
the entire season.
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The distribution of harvest among effective raccoon trappers
was similar to that for muskrat. The number of raccoons caught by
727 effective raccoon trappers who reported averaged 13,05 and ranged
from 1 to 250 (Tables 2, 13, 14, Fig. 12). Less than the average
season catch was taken by 68.64% of these trappers (Fig. 12). TFor
the entire season, 75.38% harvested 15 or fewer raccoons and 88.72%
trapped 25 or less. Only 28 (3.85%) of the effective raccoon trappers
reported making an average daily catch of one or more raccons throughout
the season.

The harvest of the other eight open season furbearers was dis-
tributed among effective trappers much like the muskrat and raccoon
harvests (Table 15). For six of these species, 12% or less of the
effective trappers made season catches exceeding five pelts. The
exceptions were: effective opossum trappers - 42.33% of these in-
dividuals trapped more than five opossums during the season, and
effective beaver trappers ~ 18.67%Z caught more than five beavers
during the season.

The above data emphasize the inapplicability of bag limits
(both daily and seasonal) to furbearer trapping in Illinois. Few
trappers are successful in making large seasonal catches. The ones
who do are active throughout the season over extensive areas. Re-
ductions in season length offer the most potential for reducing the
furbearer harvest by highly successful trappers, Bag limits could
potentially increase harvest because of their goal-setting effect.

f. Pelt sales

Trappers sold an estimated 95.907 of their catch during 1984-85
(Table 2). The previous season (1983-84), 95.33% of all trapped pelts
were sold (Hubert 1984). The portion of each species sold ranged from
a low of 25.84% for striped skunk to a high of 99.73%7 for raccoon.

The fraction of pélts sold in Illinois and out-of-state also varied
among species (Table 16). Overall, 95.217 of the marketed portion of
the trapped catch was sold in Illinois and 4.79% out-of-state. Hubert
(1984) found that Illinois trappers sold 6.14% of their pelts outside
the state in 1983-84. Resident trappers sold an average of 4.777 of
their pelts out-of-state during the last five seasons (Hubert 1981,
1982, 1983, 1984, this sutdy).

g. Non-target catches

Accidental catches were reported by 329 (34.93%) of all trappers

who responded to the 1984-85 survey (Table 17). 1In comparison, 38.71%
of the active trappers made non-target catches. Trappers making acci-
dental catches averaged 2.86 for the year. The estimated total number
of non-target animals caught by trappers during the season was 11,954.
As stated earlier, the estimated total furbearer catch by trappers was
427,629 (Table 2). Therefore, the accidental catch rate was 2.807% or
one accidental catch for every 36 furbearers trapped. If rats and
mice are excluded from the accidental catch list, the non-target



catch rate would be 2.767%. Many respondents indicated that some or all
of the animals they accidentally captured were released. During the
1983-84 season, resident trappers had an accidental catch rate of 2.45%
(Hubert 1984).

h. Fur hunting by trappers

A total of 270 (30.44%Z) trappers reported they hunted furbearers with
gun and/or dogs in 1984-85 (Table 18). Their total hunting harvest was
2,147 pelts or an average of 7.95 per hunting trapper. This is equivalent
to 6.78% of the total trapped catch in the sample. The raccoon was hunted
by more trappers than any other species. Next in popularity was the coyote.
In 1983-84, 29.29% of the trappers in Illinois also hunted furbearers
(Hubert 1984). Sampson (1973) reported 33.67% of the trappers in Missouri
were fur hunters. Obviously, there is much overlap between the user groups
designated as fur trappers and fur hunters.

i, Management zone data summary

Management zone and statewide data summaries for each of the 10
species of furbearers surveyed in 1979-80 (Hubert 1980), 1980-81 (Hubert
1981), 1981-82 (Hubert 1982), 1982-83 (Hubert 1983), 1983-84 (Hubert 1984),
and 1984~85 are presented in Tables 19 through 28. The data for each
species include estimated number and density of effective trappers, average
season catch, estimated total trapper harvest, and trapper harvest per
unit area. The northern and southern zones listed (Fig. 13) are nearly
identical to the zones employed for regulatory management from 1979-80
through 1984-85 (Fig. 8).

RECOMMENDATIONS :

A mail survey of this type probably realizes its best use and reli-
ability for furbearer management as an indicator of trends in trapping
pressure, trapper success, trapper harvest, and trapping recreation.

In addition, this particular survey provides the only regional harvest
data available for the trapped portion of the annual fur catch. It is
recommended that the survey be continued in essentially the same form.
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Table 1. 1Illinois furibearing mammal trappiﬁg season for 1984-85.

Trapping season

Species Northern zone Southern . zbone
Muskrat, Mink, Raccoon, 13 Nov - 29 Dec (47)2- 25 Nov - 8 Jan (45)
Opossum, Striped Skunk,

Weasel
Beaver 13 Nov - 28 Feb (108)2' 25 Nov - 28 Feb (96)
Red Fox, Gray Fox, Coyote 25 Nov - 29 Dec (35) 25 Nov - 8 Jan (45)

a . ,
— Numbers in parentheses are season lengths in days.

E‘Those portions of JoDaviess, Carroll, Whiteside, and Rock Island counties
lying west of Illinois Rt. 84 and US Rt. 20, from Interstate-80 north to
the Wisconsin line were open to beaver trapping from 13 Nov. - 29 Dec.
1984 only.



(88 = U

T
e
T61°Y 69°06 129y 165°C €1°61 Z18°1 930£0)
971 oSy 8.7 7T 06°T 822 Toseay
67€°1 ¥8°6T 4409 ozt 9¢°G1 €98°T qunys padyilg
6L5°9 11°.8 €6 L - 65°€ LG LT 701°C 1oaEg
68€°C 6L°96 89%°C 16°T 6L°01 z62°1 %03 Ae1n
EV1°8 Sh* L6 96€ ‘g wte AAN A/ 199°C X037 pay
689°¥e 0Z°9¢L 8ISy 18879 w V7Y 919°9 unssodg
S06°6TT €L°66 o€z 0zI 1GO'ET €6°9¢L €12°6 u002ory
v6L ST 99°66 8¥8° <1 s0'e 6€°EY 96T °G MUTH
296°91¢ 0L" 66 ST9°L1e 1 6L°97 €8° L9 €71°8 LRSS
pPIOS Mﬁaom 3saaley ﬂumMo S99SUIITIT siaddexy soToadg
12101 jusdaad 1addeay Tel03 uoseas Te101 9ATI09IF9 JoO
pPolemTlsSy pa3ewIlsy po3eWUTlsy 28ri19AY JO 3u3da3(g laqunu pajewllsy

*(G¥6 = u) uosess
G8-%#861 ‘siaddeal juoprsal STOUITII FO ASAIns TTeW uOSEdsS-31sod Woi] BIBP OPTMIIBIS JO Alemumng °7 9Tqel



-10-

‘*Ie3031 9pPTMI3EIS JO Sa8ejusdiad aae sasaylusied Ul sIDd2qUNN -

q

*10119 Surpunox 031 anp TBI03 9pTMaiels Tenbs jou Kew syelo03l ITUn Juswefeuew SITIPLTM JO ung —

96" 8Y1 (00°001) ST9°L17 6L°9T 96°¢ (00°001) €71°8 S9pIMeIBIS
wq.mm,. (€€°1) v68°C 06°2¢ €%°¢ (96°1) 121 STTTH @dumMeys
' G0" 6€ (12°1) €€9°C 986 S6°€ (82°¢) 992 aispiog yseqepm
¥€°'69 (96°L)  zSvot 20° 91 €€ty (v9°21) L70°1 ureld uidyinog
8T 1¥1 (L1°%€) 6SE°YL (o G€°8T 86°Y (67°2€) €79°C STaTelg pueRl)H
92" 961 (7L°€)  6E1°8 (w0 €TT6T €L°9 (€7°€)  6LT 9TATelgd PUBS TBIIUI)
8L°621 (09°8) GIL°81 08°02 12K (80°T1) 006 1S210]/9T1TRIJ UIDISIY
GG LI (8£°01) 6S%°ET SR 4 AT/ 6%°9 (z6°01) L88 y3nos-1spiog TAATSSTSSTH
10°11¢ (19°£)  095°91 Y €LT6T 01°L (98°9) LSS y3aoN-1opiog TAdTSSTSSTH
¥€'8ET (90°6) 91,61 ) 61°9€ 659 (1£°9)  &¥S ouTRION 3SESYIION
90° 69€ mAqm.mHv 889 °vE " 10°8€ 0L'6 ‘mﬁmu.ﬁﬁv 716 mHHﬂm@wwwssngoz
Nax 001 /3s9A1ey .Mumm>ums yo3ed NEM 001 /s1addexs siaddea; a3 TUT
aoddean 1addeay uoseas DAT1093II9 JO 9ATI093IF° 3O Juswe3euem
pPo3eWIlSy Te303 pajewmriIsy 238e12AY Iaqunu palBWEISH Iaqunu paJBWIISH SITIPTITM

*(I%9 = u) £Lsaans TJTew x3ddea] juspIsal uoseas-1sod wWoiJ
‘c-%86T ‘STOUTTTI UT SITun JuswWeldrueW SITTPTIM I10J BIBD 3Saaiey pue iaddexal jeaysnu Jjo Aispmmng °*¢ 9Tqe]



L R

-Ie3101 apiMo3IelS JO so3riuadiad aie sasoylusied ur sioquny

q
*I0119 Surpunoi o3 anp TBIO0I SPTMIIBIS Tenbs jou Lew sTelO] 3JTUN Jjuswadeuew SITIPTIM JO E:m.m
68" 0T (00°001T) 8%8°ST ,@mm 9¢°€ (00°00T) 961°¢ 9pTMa3IBIS
ﬁoq.wmff ao.i LY9 W L9°¢ 61°C (02°2) w11 STTTH 92umeys
ozt e 9tz (@) 0L T | 88" 1 (vv'7) L2l opiog yseqen
9%° 6 (91°%1)  #%T°T (3) 8T LY°€ (68°ST) %e8 ureld uIayinog
LE°TT (9L°L€) %86°S (vt €€ (99°€€)  6%L°T 9TATERIJ PUBIL)
79 (89°1) 99¢ (D 1671 ce e (89°7)  6f1 9TiTBlq pUBS TBIIUR)
L6°8 (91°8) €6T°T (£)T9°T €n°€ (16°6)  v6Y 159104 /9TATRId UID]SOM
0L°21 (96°01)  LELT (y) 08°C AN (S6°TT) 129 ynog-iopiog TddysSISSIH
€99 (8z°¢) 0Z¢s () 8L°1 L€ (19°¢) 6T y3laoN-1opiog TAdTSSTSSIR
8€°0T (¥9°01)  989°T (0) 6S° Y VAL (Lo"L) L9t SUTBION 3ISEIYIAON
e €l 5267 ) YA (4) 89°C . 667 5(€0°6)  69Y STTTH 1SomMy3lIoN
wy (0 /3Issaiey —31saAl1ry yoleo wy Q[ /sI=ddexy siadde1r JTun
[4 Iadde1l muwmmmuu UOSE3S [4 9ATIO9II® JoO 9AT10913F3 JoO Juswadeueu
pa3jewIlsy 1e301 po3leWTisy a8ea9ay JIaqunu pajewrlsy Jaqunu pajewrlsy 9JTIPTIM

*(0I% = u) £oains TTem i9ddeil JuspTsaI uoseds-3sod wWoig
‘cg-v86] SSTOUFTTI UT SITun juswaldeuew SITTPTIM 107 BIRP 3Isaaley pue Iaddeil jyumm jo LIewmmg °h dTqel



‘12301 9pTMa3IBIS JO sof8ejusdiad o1 sasoyjusaaed Ul sIoqUNYN

q
*J0119 3urpunol 03 °onp Te3IO0] IpTMAIe]ls Tenba jou Aem sTejol JTUN ucw&wmmcmﬁ 9ITIPTIIM JO E:m.m
0€° 8 (00°00T) 0€C‘0Z1 G0'€T 1€°9 (00°001) €126 m@ﬂsmumum.
mmmmww n\mmmmww 881 ‘T wmjﬂw.oﬂ 68°€ - (0T'T)  €0T STITH ddumeys
80°LY (v9°27)  wL1¢ nmrm Lz's (¢8°€) ¢St Iopiog yseqepm
_ 96° 6L (66°%1) T70‘8I A YSTET 19°¢ (v9°v¥1) 0€€‘1 UTeTd ulayinos
m 09°69 (Lw-0€) wE9‘9E Y 16721 96°¢ (8L°1€) 8T6°C 9TaTRid pPUBID
91°66 (zy ) Ty {5706°€1 €e"L (og*g)  %oE 9T1TEIJ PuBS TBIJUD)
A A AA (69°%1) T99°L1 (M 6%° 6T 16°L (8€°2¢1) ovI‘t 159101 /9TATRAJ ULDISaM
96706 (0g"01) w8ECT "M 69721 VAR (65°01) 9.6 yinog-aapiog TddysSSTSSIH
66°0€T (6¢°8)  o0sz ol () 0e°6T 96'8 (62°L)  2L9  Y3IoN-19piog TAdISSTSSTH
0%°06 (z2°9) 8Lyl (4D §0°¥1 €%°9 (8L°¢) €S SUTRION ISBIYIAON
97°88 €06°9) 96278 AR u AR gl6e8) €Ll STITH Isemyizoy
wy 0QT/3S3A1ry —3SoAael . yo3led -_wy 001/sisddea wuwa&muu ITUN
4 1addeay mhwaampu uosess ;Ngw>ﬁuowmmw Jo 9ATIO9IJD JO Juoswadeuen
pojewTtlsy Te303 po3emTlsy o3eIoAY i9qumu paIemMTISH Jaqunu pPajewylsy 9ITIPTTIM

*(l7l = u) Keains TTew i1addexl jJuopysai uoseas-jsod woxy
‘G8-¥86T °“STOUITTI UT S3Tun juowaSeuew SFTTPTIM I10JF ®IBP 3Isoaiey pue Ioddell uoodooelr Jjo Aieumms *G 97qel



-13-

*Ie3031 °pIMo3Iels JO sofejusdiad a1e sosayjuaied UT SIdqUAN —

q
+10119 Surpunol o3 Snp TeBI0] IPTMIIRIS Tenbs jou Aem sTE3031 JTUN JudWSZBURE SITTPTTA JO WNS 5
91" 1€ (00°00T) 8IGSY 8879 €Sy (00°00T) 9T9°9 opTMeIBIs
,il\iln\l.‘l(!\ll‘l'l‘.vn
. 06781 (¢1°2) 696 op 16°9 89°¢ (11°2) oyl STITH o°umeys
01°%¢ (Ls*e)  STo‘t N IT7L 8E°¢ (sv°€) 8t ispiog yseqep
€L°ET (Lg'21) 1€9°S ﬁ%u 6°6S 10°% (LE*y1) 166 urefd ulsyinog
7662 (€S°67) TWY°ET gy T¥9 L6'€ (19°1€) 160°C oTiTeld PUBID
86° L€ (9%°€)  SLS°T (1988 Lz 'y (89°7) LI 3TATEIJ PUuBS TBIJUS)
£€%°9¢ (#S°11) €ST°S (t)y 6L°9 IR (69°11) Wit 159101 /9T1TRId Ul133SoM
I1°¢% (69°21) 8SL°S 1 SC°8 01°S (vG°01) 169 yinog-aspirog TddrssTssIH
99°¢S (80°6) €€T1°Y 9L L 8L°9 (v0°8)  TE€S Yy3aoN-1opiog TAdTSSTSSTH
86" 1Y (€9°L) €Ly ¢ 110E°8 G0°¢g (2€°9) 81y 9UTEBION 3SEBIYIION
86°8¢ mAmo.wv ¥99°¢ m&,mo.o Lv°9 AmAmH.mv 809 STTTH 3ISoMUlIoN
Wy QT /3ssr1ey —3saaiey yoled wy 0QT/siaddeas siadde13 ITUN
[4 aaddeaz mumammuu uosess [4 9ATI09JID JoO 9AT309339 JoO JuswaSeuru
po3ewI3Sy 1231031 po3BWIISH 28e19AY isqunu pPajBWTISH laqunu pP33eWTISH 9ITIPTIM

"(zzs

= u) Asains [Tew 1addeil JuspIsal uoseas-3sod woig
‘cg-t,6T “STOUTTTI UT S3ITun judwaSeuem SJTTPTFM 103 BIBP 1s9aley pue iaddeial unssodo Jo Axemumg 9 3Tqe]



14—

‘Te3j031 9pIMa3IelsS JO sa8ejuldiaad oie sasayjusaied ur sisquny —

q
\\\\\AU *loixe Surpunoli o3 aSnp TeI0] SPpTMelelS Tenbo jou Asw sTelo] 3Tun juowe3euem SITTPTTA JO ung —
LS (00°001) 95€°8 VAR z8°1 (00°00T) 199°C 9pTMIIBIS
€92 f ANmuMw guﬂmﬁ Y L9°1 9%°1 (98°2) 9L STITH 22umeys
€1°T Aﬁm.ow\ 9L 00°1 €11 (98°2) 9L I9prog yseqepm
€G'y (88°¢1) mmo.ﬁ 1) 81°C 80°¢ (LS°81) w6% uTeTd uIayInog
0% 9 (1e"0%) 89c°¢ AN L6°€E 191 (06°1€) 6%8 9Tateld pueld
79 (81°¢) 997 &) 06°¢ €81 Aow.Nv | ON 9T1TRId pUES Hmkwcwu
69°€ (9€°9)  TES p16°T €61 (8%'01) 6LT 159107 /9TATRIJ UIDISIM
6S°C (vg %) wse (A1 00T 0€"1 (£9'9)  8L1 yanog-1spiog TAATSSTSSTH
86" L (z1°L) 566 W) 9L°2 vl'T (60°8) 61T Yy3i1oN~13piog TAdISSTSSIR
9€ " 81 (81°81) 616°T (M 00°9 90°€ (zs'6)  €6T SUTBRIOR 3ISBOYIION
1Ly gloe"s) vy {5)69°¢C 9L°1 q(6179) 691 STITH 3somy3lioN
wy QQT/3sealey .IumeHms yo3ed wy 001/s1addeas saadde1) JTUN
4 1addean mgmammgu uosess < 9ATIVOFID JO 2AT3IO9II9 JO Jusuadeurm
p23lewrlsy TB10]1 pojeurlsy a%e10Ay laqunu pPa3eWTlsSy l9oqunu pa3eWIISY 9JTTIPTTM
‘(017 = u) Loaans yreu 1addeil jJuopTsel uoseos-3sod woxl
‘68~-%86T1 ‘STOUITTI UT S3ITun juswaleurwm SJTTPITM 10F eBIRp 1Isaaiey pue iaddexal XoJ pax Jo Liemung °*/ STqel



-~15-~

*Te103 9pTME3IBIS JO safejuooiad aie sosoyjzusied ul sasquny

q
*10112 SuTrpunol o3 anp [el03 SPTMdIels Tenbs jou Aem sTelo] 3ITun juswaSeuewm SITTPITA JO ung
69°1 (00°00T) 89%°C 16°1 88°0 (00°001) 267°1 9pTMO1R1S
m,,.,m,ai,.,%ws (€1°9) ca @ 00°T 12°1 (06°%) €9 STTTH souseys
Le°0 h Amo.Ww‘ ¢¢ Qwuoo.w . 61°0 (86°0) €1 19piog yseqepm
9% (€€ €€) 8 W\ TL°T 8C°1 (€s°€0) o€ UuleTd uiayinos
16°0 (67" 61) 18% (8 9E°1 £9°0 (s%°LT) Gs¢ 9TiTeid puBld
(A% (96°0) €9 hw¢om.N 09°0 (96°1) 6T 9T1TEBId pUBS TBAIZUD)
GE'0 (s0'2) 16 () €e"1 92" 0 (%6°2) 8¢ 189104 /9TATRI4 UIalsopM
81 (9z°01) €62 (£) ¢8°1 ¢0°1 (6£°01) 6f£T ynog-asprog 1ddrssSISSTH
L1°0 (1¢°0) €1 (o) 00°1 L1°0 - - (8670) €T Y3ioN-ispiog TddSSTISSIH
9€°¢ (66°L1) €9y (9) v8°1 16°¢ (€9°81) 1%t SuTeION IseaylaoN
¢0°¢ .mAmo.mv 061 mwvww.ﬁ L0°1 .mﬁqwqmv 101 STITH 3IsemyjaoN
uy (00T/3s9Aiey —3saaaey yo3ed wy 001 /siedde1n siaddea3 31Un
¢ 1addean mummmmup uoseas [4 3ATI09II0 JO 9AT309339 JoO Jusuwadeuen
po3lBWTISH 12303 polewIlsy a3rvi0Ay - 19qunu pa3IBWIISYH Iaqunu po3IRWTIISH 9ITTIPTIM
* (201 = u) £sains Tremw i1addeal JuspTsax uosess-31sod woag
‘Ge-%86T “STOUTTTI UT S3ITun juswageurw SIFTPITA 103 BIRp 1s9Aley pue 1addeil xoj Aea8 jJo Aaeumng °g aqer



-16-

namuou opTMmelRlS JO safejusdisd o1 sosoyrusied ur sioqunN —

''''' - 4
*10319 3urpunol o3 °Np Te303 wwa?uumum Tenba jou Lem sTe303 ITUn jusmI3BUBW SFTTPTTM JO wWng 3
L1°§ (00°00T) €66°L 65°€ VANt (00°00T) #%0T°C 9pTMOIBIS
@ (10°2) @ 5 00°€ ’ | 860 (1v'2) 16 STTTH 99umeys
L0°S (€s %)  Tve (et 98°€ (A (zz'y) 68 ispliog Yseqeym
0S°1 (oL*%) <S¢ SL1 (79°6) €07 upeTd uiayInog
12°9 (67°€%) oLz°¢ ww« 69°¢ AmﬁWNqV L88 9TiTeldd puel)
€6°L (9€°%)  6t€ LSYTILE e S (zz'y) 68 9TITR1g puBS TBIIUD)
82°S (Lo*o1) 19¢ w3 007 Y ) (A% (¥0°6) 061 152104 /9TATRAJ UIIISOM
L6°T (Le*s)  90% ix) 02°€ €6°0 (zo*9) (LT yinog-1opiog TAdTSSTSSTH
00°01 (07" 01)58L LTS 76°1 (€z7L) TSt y3lroN-aopirog FAdTSSTSSTH
0z°L (68°L) 965  NLT'Y AN TR (29'9)  6€1 SuUTEIOR ISEIYIION
€66 .m_am.t LSS (M 71°€ , mﬁmq.wv LLT STITH 3IS°My3lIoN
my OOH\umm>Hm5 —J31SaAideYy yosjeo mwy OOH\mhwmmmHu mhmammhu JTun
[4 1addean mumaamuu uose9as ¢ 9ATIOD9IID JO 2AT1091F9 JO juswadeuem
palBWIlSYH Te10] pojewIlIsH a8eisay Jaqunu po3eWTISH Jaqunu palewWIlsSy 9ITTPTIIM

*(997 = u) £aaans yrew iaddeal jusprssl uosess-3sod woij
‘cg-vg6T STOUTTTI UI S3ITun juswoSeuew SITTPTTA 10J BIBP 3Isaaley pue iaddeal Isaesq Jo Liemumg ‘g 3[qe]



-1 /-

*Ie303 9pIMd3ILIS JO sa%ejusdaad aie s9sosyjuaied UT sIaqUnN —

q
+10119 Surpunoi o3 Snp JeJ0] SpTMOIBIS Tenbe jou Lew sTe3O0] JTUM JjuswaSeuew ITTPTTIM JO E:m.m
AR (00°001) T¥I‘S 9L°C 8Z°1 (00°00T) €98°T 9pIMaIEIS
mwmmwm:fqi‘&. (8%° 1) | 9L () 00T €270 (%0'27) 8¢ STTTH 29umeys
61°€ ;eMmmwww G1¢ &y 0v'¢e €6°0 (ov°€) €9 aspiog yseqeM
80°C (19°6)  %6Y £ 00°€ 0L°0 (¥8°8) 691 ureTd ulayinog
127y (o1°€%) 91¢°C () 0€°€ 8C°1 (90°9€) TL9 9TITR14 puEld
$h°6 (€9°L)  z6€ () 88°¢€ vy e (yv°¢) 10T 9TiTRlg puBS TRIJU)
Lt (€9°L)  T6€ 781 0S°T (LS°11) 91¢ 153104 /9TITRId UISISIM
8%°1 (76°€)  €0C €Z°1 12°1 (¥8°8) 991 yanog-1aprog TddIssTSSTH
A (06°9)  &S¢€ n €€°C v6°1 (91°8) T¢I y3ioN-1opiog TAdTSSTSSTH
65°9 (65°0T) %S (Y 8G°€ ¥8° 1 (91°8)  2sT dUTRION ISBIYIION
0L°C .mﬁmm.QV ¥62 281 8%°1 .mﬁmq.mv 6€1 STITH 3ISoMylIoN
wy Q[ /31s2a1ey —_3S59A1ey yo3ed wy QQ1/saadde1s siaddead ITUN
4 1addexa muwmmmuu uoSseas [4 9ATI093I2 JO 2AT1093F° JO Juewa3ruew
p=23ewurlsy 183031 po3jewilsy a8ea2Ay Iaqunu pPa3BWTISY Jaqunu p33jeWTISYH SITIPTIM

*(LwT =

u) Leaans Trew iaddeij jusprsax uosess-3sod woijg
‘cg-bQ6T ‘STOUFTTI UT SITun jJjuswaeuew SITTPTIM 103 BIBp 3Isaaley pue iaddein Nunys padraas 7o Liermumg °(Q] 9[qeL



-18-

*Te3031 opIma3els Jo so8ejusdaad o1e sossylusaied uy sasquny

1 : ¢
e ‘10112 3urpunol 03 SNp TEe3I03 9pIma3Iels Tenbs jou Aew sTe303 3TUN juswafeuem SJTTPTIMN JO ung —
61°0 (00°001) 8.2 T°'1 91°0 (00°001) 82T 9pIMIIBIS
{8v'o  "(or'e) /) sz T o001 8%°0 (11°11) 52 STITH 99uneys
_ - - - - 1opiog yseqem
I1°0 (01°6) St 1 00°1 I1°0 (I1°11) G¢ UureTd uIsyanog
L2°0 (00°06) O¥T  ()9s°T L1°0 (68°8¢) 06 9TiTe1d PURIYH
—_— ‘ - —_— . _— ; o - o mﬁyﬁmkm wcmW HmuuWwo
L1°0 (01°6) S¢ 1 00°1 LT1°0 (TT°11) G¢ 153104 /9TaTB1d UIIISIN
— - - - —_ yanog-1aprog TAdISSTSSIH
Z€°0 (0126).. ST L 00T (40 (IT°11) ST yizoN-19prog TddISSTSSTH
91°0 (06" %) £1 7z 00°1 91°0 (96°6) £T SUTEBION 3ISEBIYJION
LZ°0 .onH.mv S¢ — 00°'1 . AN ,mAHﬁ.Hav S¢ STTTH 1S9MUlIoN
uy 001 /3sealey —3saaley yo3eo uy 001/siedde1] siadde1s ITUN
[4 Iaddea) mywmamuu uoseoas [£ 9AT109I3J® Jo aAT3093F9 JoO juswma8euen
pojewIlSy 183103 pojewrlsy a8e10aVy loqunu p3IIBWTIST I9qunu pajewTisy SFTIPTIM

* (81 = u) AsAins Trew Iaddeal jusprsal uoseoas-1sod woiy
‘G8-%g6T STOUITII UT SITun juswoleuew SITTPTTA 10J BIBP 3saaley pue iaddeil Toasesm Jo Axeummg °*J] 9Tqe[f



-19-

—)

*Ie103] 9pTMaIElS JOo so8ejuadiaad aae sosayjuaied UT siaquny —

q
\ *10119 3ulpunol 03 oNp [e3I03 SPTMdIeIs [enbs jou Lew sTel0] JTuUn Juswoeurw SITTPTIIM JO ung -
91°¢ (00°00T) 129°Y% €6'e AN (00°00T) Z18°T 9pIMeleIS
mmm.o ax\s\laﬁ\ﬁv\ “1§ (o1} 00°T 86°0 (08°2) 1S STTTH °sunmeys
10°9 (LL°8) coy () 00°% 06°1 (6G6°6) 10T 1spiog yseqepm
£€8°¢C (26 %1) 149 mmwom.w 1A (80°91) 16T ureld wrsyinog
60°C (¥8°€2) TOT‘T (&) LO°T 10°1 (Le°62) TES 2TiTRlg puBl1)
86°€ (96°€)  S9T  (9)L1°C €8°1 (oz'v) 9L 9T1TBid puBg TBIIU)
¥9°L (¥8°€7) TOT‘T (7) €9°¢€ I1°¢ (8£°91) vO€E 1S9104/9T1TR1g UI33ISaY
66" Y% (6L°%1) €89 Amv ¥8°¢ . 9L°1 (62°€T1) 1I¥%C yanog-aapaog TAdTsSSTSSTR
98 € (L5*9) €0€  (4) 00°¢€ 62°1 (66°5) 10T yiioN-1spiog TddrsSTSSTH
6°0 (%9°1) 9L (1) 0T°1 L0 (06°€) %9 SUTRION 3SEaYIION
L9°0 m@m.c €9 (g) GT°1 %G 0 onw.Nv 16 STTITH 1S3My3laoN
wy (0T/31s2AaB] —3s3Aley yos23ed | wy 001 /saoddeas siadde1l ITUn
[4 aaddean mpwaamuu uoseas [4 DAT1D9JI9 JO 9ATID933FO JoO Juswadeueu
palewTlsy 183101 pojewrlsy 98eisAy . I9qunu PoIBUTISYH Iaqunu pPIIBWIISH 9JTIPTTIM
‘(€91 = u) Keaans TTeu 13ddeil JuspIsaa commmwwumoa woIy

.mwnqwmw ‘STOUTTTI Ul Ss3Tun Jjuswadeuew SITTPTIM I0J ®BIEp 3Isoaley pue iaddeil 930403 jo Laewumg g1 27qel



~20-

Table 13. Statewide sample sizes for 1984-85 post-season mail survey of Illinois
resident trappers (n = 945).

Total Percent Total

effective effective season

Species trappers trappers catch
Muskrat 641 ‘67.83 17,175
Mink 410 43.39 ; 1,250
Raccoon 727 76.93 9,486
Opossum 522 55.24 3,589
Red fox 210 022,22 660
Gray fox 102 10.79 195
Beaver 166 ‘17.57 596
Striped skunk 147 £ 15.56 406
Weasel 18 | 1.90 22

Coyote 143 15.13 365




Table 14.

-21-

Estimated number of effective trappers, average season catch, and

total trapper harvest by spec1es in Illinois for 1984- 85 season based on

post-season trapper mail survey (n = 945).

Estimated number Estimated Estimated

of effective average total

Species trappers season catch harvest
Muskrat 8,123 + 3642 26.79 + 2.61 217,615 + 23,765>
Mink 5,196 + 386 3.05 + 0.33 15,848 + 2,127
Raccoon . - 9,213 + 328 13.05 + 1.27 120,230 + 12,690
Opossum 6,615 + 387 6.88 + 0.70 45,511 + 5,449
Red fox 2,661 + 324 3.14 + 0.68 8,356 + 2,116
Gray fox 1,293 + 242 1.91 + 0.31 2,470 + 618
Beaver 2,104 + 296 3.59 + 0.63 7,553 + 1,716
Striped skunk 1,863 + 282 2.76 + 0.53 5,142 + 1,280
Weasel 228 + 106 1.22 + 0.30 278 + 147
Coyote 1,812 + 279 2.55 + 0.51 4,621 + 1,173

§-95% confidence interval.
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DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION
Wildlife Resources Division

Postage Wil Bo Paid by Addressee
Furbearer Section
LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA

524 SOUTH SECOND STREET
SPRINGFIELD, ILLINGIS 62706

TO ISSUING AGENT:

COMPLETE THIS FORM AND MAIL
IMMEDIATELY UPON SALE OF
- FIRST LICENSE IN BOOK

The Department of Conservation is conducting a survey to
estimate the fur harvest in lllinois. To effect this, we nead
the names and addresses of part of our licensed trappers.
Please print at the bottom of this page, in space provided,

name, mailing address including zip code, and county of
residence of the person who purchasegs the first license in
this book. Pleasedetachthenextpageandgwetollconse
purchaser.

Thank you for your cooperation. Please note reverse skle is
Business Reply postal card, perforated at binding for
removing.

MAIL IMMEDIATELY UPON SALE

OF LICENSE
TRAPPING (1984 SERIES)
Please Print Plainly
Name JOHN DOE
Rural Route or

Street Address 1234 Oak St.

PostOffice o vingfield 1L
Zip Code 62710

County of Residence

Sangamon

Figure 1. Mail survey address card issued to license vendors in 1984-85

post-season trapper mail survey.
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Number of TRAPS | had set:
Number of DAYS | hadtrapsset: ___
DETACH THIS PAGE AND GIVE TO : ps
PERSON lv(\:llélgslzu&cglggﬁs FIRST FURBEARERS CAUGHT IN TRAPS: ____
. Total Number Sold
: Number i | Out-of-
Species Caught In Hllinois State
Muskrat
Mink
Raccoon
Opossum
Dear Trapper:
Beaver
Please keep an accurate record of the number of days
you had traps set, the average number and kinds of Red Fox
traps you used during the season, the number of fur-
bearers you caught in traps, what county you trap- Gray Fox
ped in most, and the number and kinds of pelts you
sold In lilinois and Out of Stats. Coyote
You may be one of the selected trappers contacted at the Striped Skunk
close of the trapping season and provided a form to retum
to the lllinois Department of Conservation. Weasel
Thanks for your cooperation.
Other Animals Caught:
THE BACK SIDE OF THIS CARD MAY BE USED FOR )
RECORD KEEPING.
Figure 2. Information and activity record card issued to trappers in 1984-85

post-season trapper mail survey.
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llinois Department of Conservation
life and land together

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA « 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET » SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE ~ ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601
X DIAAKK KRG XD PSS I 4 2 M0 B R KBS B XM XASERX A N DR R MK K

1 1984-85

Dear Illinois Trapper:

The harvest of fur-bearing animals is one of the few field and
stream sports that is tied to our economy through a return from the
crop. In the 1983-84 season, there were 513,223 pelts sold by Illinois
fur-takers for a value to them of $4,188,314. We need information on
the trapped portion of the catch for the 1984-85 season.

You can make an important contribution to the future management of
Illinois' fur harvests and trapping activity by completing the enclosed
questionnaire. The questionnaire is self-explanatory. If you did not
trap, simply answer questions #l and #8 and return the questionnaire.
If you did trap, please fill out the questionnaire completely.

The information requested from you and other trappers is used in
determining catch, trapping success, trapping pressure, and trapper
characteristics on a statewide basis. These facts are necessary for a
better understanding of how regulations affect your trapping and the
welfare of the furbearer populations. Also, with your help, the future
of sport trapping will be assured.

Please take a few minutes and fill out the questionnaire. If you
do not remember exact figures, please give your best estimate. Also,
if you trapped in partnership with another person, list only your half
of the catch. Drop the completed questionnaire in the mail; no postage
is required. Please reply even if you did not trap this season or were
not successful.

Yours for better trapping.
Sincerely,

Ry

George Hubert, Jr.
Furbearer Biologist

Figure 3. Letter of transmittal sent with initial mailing in 1984-85 post-
season trapper mail survey.
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Depariment of Conservation

Hinois &
l iife and land fogether

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA » 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET » SPRINGHIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE ~ ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 606C 1

Dear Illinois Trapper:

Recently we mailed to you a Trapping Survey Questionnaire and
requested that you fill out and return the completed form. We have
not received your form at this time -~ perhaps because you have misplaced
the questionnaire card or haven't found time to complete it and return
it to us.

We are enclosing another questionnaire card which we hope you will
complete and return as soon as possible. If you have already returned a
questionnaire, please destroy this one. The information supplied by you and
other trappers being sampled will be of great wvalue to the Conservation
Department in better directing the management of the Illinois furbearer
resource.

Please fill out the form completely and return it even if you did
not trap or were not successful. If you trapped in partnership with another
person, please list only your half of the catch. No postage is required to
return the completed questionnaire. Simply fill it out and drop it in the
mail.

Your prompt attention will be greatly appreciated. Thank you.

Sincerely,

George Hubert, Jr.
Furbearer Biologist
Div. of Fish & Wildlife Resources

Figure 4. Letter of transmittal sent with first follow-up mailing in 1984-85
post-season trapper mail survey.
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Department of Conservation
life and land together

Illinois

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA » 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET * SPRINGFIELD 62706
CHICAGO OFFICE - ROOM 100, 160 NO. LASALLE 60601
O KD B, YO 06 K K XHRAEXX HHSKEN BB DR HXNX RN AN

Dear Illinois Trapper:

This is to remind you that we still would like to receive
an answer to the questionnaire concerning your trapping activity
this past season. We don't like to keep bothering you, but this
is very important information which only you can supply.

Another copy of the questionnaire card is enclosed. We
hope you will complete and return it as soon as possible. If
you have already returned a questionnaire, simply destroy this
one. We are making a final effort to obtain a complete response
so that we may compile the information received from all co-
operating trappers and prepare a report of our findings. Remem-
ber, your response is needed - even though you did not trap or
had an unsuccessful season. Also, if you trapped in partnership
with another person, kindly list only your half of the catch.

No postage is required to return the completed questionnaire
card. Just fill it out and drop it in the mail. Please help us
complete this survey by sending it in now!

Sincerely,

g A )

George Hubert, Jr.
Furbearer Biologist
Div. of Fish & Wildlife Resources

Figure 5. Letter of transmittal sent with second follow-up mailing
in 1984-85 post-season trapper mail survey.
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NO
Postage Stamp
Necessary
If Mailed in the
United States

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 2032, SPRINGFIELD, iL

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

{llinois Department of Conservation

Div. of Fish & Wildl. Resources — Furbearer

Lincoln Tower Plaza

524 South 2nd Street

Springfield, lllinois 62701
Attn: George Hubert, Jr.

9990

Muskrat
Mink
Raccoon
Opossum_
Red Fox
Gray Fox
Beaver
Skunk
Weasel
Coyote

7.

FURBEARER TRAPPING SURVEY
1984-85 SEASON

. Did you trap for furbearers in lllinois during the

1984-85 season? Yes 0 No

. In what COUNTY did you do MOST of your trap-

ping?

. How many days (or nights) did you have traps set?

. Estimate your total trapping expenses for the

1984-85 season (traps, lures, gas, license, etc.}:
$

. Did you purchase an lllinois hunting license or

combination hunting and fishing license for the
1984-85 season? Yesd NoO

. Please fill in all three blanks for each kind of

furbearer you trapped in lllinois during the
1984-85 season:

Number
Caught
In Traps

Number
SOLD
OutofState

Number
SOLD
In lHinois

Did you have any accidental catches during the
1984-85 season (birds, dogs, cats, etc.)?

Yes 0 No [0 If yes, please list what kind and
how many:

. Did you also HUNT furbearers with gun and/or dogs

during the 1984-85 season? Yes1 No[d
If yes, please give the number of each kind taken:

Raccoon Red Fox Skunk
Opossum Gray Fox Coyote

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATIONI!I
NO POSTAGE REQUIRED
Printed by Authority of the State of iilinois

2600-10-84
The Department of Conservation is an equal opportunity employer.

The Dept. of Conservation is requesting this information as
outlined under the Wildlife Code, Chapter 6 1. Providing this
information is voluntary. This form has been approved by
the State Forms Management Center.

1L422-0387

Figure 6.
1984-85 season.

Questionnaire form for post-season mail survey of Illinois trappers,
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N.E.
MORAINE
(8,272)
N.W.
HILLS
(9,399)
MISSISSIPPI
BORDER-N.
(7,848)
GRAND
PRAIRIE
(52,629)
WESTERN
PRAIRIE/
FOREST
(14,421)
CENTRAL
SAND ’
PRAIRIE
(4,147) ' SOUTHERN
PLAIN
(23,727)
MISSISSIPPI
BORDER-S.
(13,675)
WA BASH
BORDER
(6,742)
ILLINOIS
WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
UNITS
2

STATE - 146,076 km“ (56,400 mi?)
SHAWNEE

HILLS
(5,216)

. 2 . . - . . .
Figure 7. Area (km ) of wildlife management units in Illinois.
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Furbearer management zones for the 1984-85 season.
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Percent of active trappers

40 =~ _
X = 142
Std. dev. = 157
Mode = 50

Range = 10-1,000

10-50
51-100
101-150
151-200
201-250
251-300
301-350
351-400
401-450
451-500
501-550
551-600
601-650
651—700
701-750
>750

Trapping expenses for season ($)

Figure 10. Annual trapping expenses ($) per active trapper in Illinois,
1984-85 season (n = 843).
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Number of muskrats trapped

Figure 11. Distribution of muskrats trapper per effective muskrat trapper in
Illinois, 1984-85 season (n = 641).
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Figure 12. Distribution of number of raccoons trapped per effective raccoon

trapper in Illinois, 1984-85 season (n = 727).
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Figure 13. Existing furbearer management zones {(based on county boundaries)
used to prepare 1979-80 through 1984-85 season data summaries.






UNIVERSITY OF lLLINDIS URBANA

639.10877376898
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