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Abstract: Purchasers of the previous year's (1993) Illinois 
Migratory Waterfowl Stamp were sampled via mail questionnaire to 
obtain information on waterfowl harvest, hunter activity, and 
attitudes toward selected issues, during the 1994 season (57,543 
stamps were sold in 1994). Of 2,716 respondents (70% response), 
463 (17%) did not purchase a stamp again in 1994. Thus, the 
sample size was reduced to 2,253 respondents, 89% of which hunted 
waterfowl in Illinois in 1994-95. An estimated 53,226 hunters 
(4% more than in 1993) expended 816,185 days afield (20% more 
than in 1993) and harvested 332,803 waterfowl (2% more than in 
1993). The ratio of duck hunters to goose hunters was 1.20:1 in 
1994. During the September teal season, 8,062 hunters spent 
20,341 days afield and harvested 12,436 teal (45% more than in 
1993). During the regular duck season (increased from 30 to 40 
days), 44,447 hunters expended 475,264 days afield and harvested 
246,949 ducks (13% more than in 1993) and 3,880 coots. Duck 
hunters spent 40% of their days afield on public hunting areas, 
5% on municipal/county areas, 21% on private clubs, and 34% on 
other areas. During the regular goose season, 37,090 hunters 
devoted 320,580 days afield to harvest 67,790 Canada geese (27% 
less than in 1993) and 1,753 other geese. The Canada goose 
harvest included 25,956 taken in the Southern Illinois Quota 
Zone, 6,573 taken in the Rend Lake Quota Zone, 6,444 taken in 
North Quota Zone counties, and 10,465 taken in Central Quota Zone 
counties, which collectively accounted for 73% of the statewide 
harvest. The estimated goose harvest in the North and Central 
Quota Zone counties was within 1% of the harvest recorded for 
these counties via a newly-established phone-in monitoring 
system. In the Southern Illinois Quota Zone, 54% of the Canada 
goose harvest occurred on commercial hunting clubs, 28% on non­
commercial clubs/private areas, and 18% on public areas. A 
majority (65%) of the hunters thought that the dates for the 
September teal season (September'10-18) were about right, and 68% 
preferred that shooting time begin 1/2 hour before sunrise during 
this season. A plurality (40%) of .the hunters preferred that the 
regular auck season begin on Wednesday/end on Sunday. Majorities 
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(51-61%) of duck and goose hunters were satisfied with the 
boundaries that divide the North, Central, and South Waterfowl 
Zones. Majorities (68-76%) of goose hunters were supportive of 
the newly-established phone-in system for monitoring Canada goose 
harvest in selected counties in the North and Central Zones. 
Mean duck harvest and hunter activity were computed by county and 
administrative region for the 5-year period from 1989 through 
1993 (Appendix A). 

The purpose of this study was to collect information via 

mail questionnaire from a systematic sample of waterfowl hunters 

in Illinois following the 1994-95 hunting season. Data were 

obtained for waterfowl harvest, hunter activity, and attitudes of 

hunters toward selected hunting regulations and other subjects. 

The questionnaire used for the 1994-95 season (Fig. 1) was 

similar to those employed in previous years (Anderson 1983, 1984, 

1985, 1986, 1987, 1988, and 1989; Anderson and Williamson 1990, 

1991, 1992, 1993, 1994; Anderson et al. 1995). 

METHODS AND MATERIALS 

The mailing list for the 1994-95 questionnaire was compiled 

by systematically selecting stubs from the sales of 36,500 of the 

previous year's (1993) Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamps. The 

stamps were printed with matching (i.e., same I.D. numbers) stubs 

attached. Vendors were instructed to write each stamp 

purchaser's name and mailing address on the stub, and to return 

the stubs to the Department of Conservation (DOC--largest agency 

forming the current Department of Natural Resources [DNR) Permit 

Office in Springfield. Persons on the mailing list were notified 

via letter postmarked 25 October 1~94 that they would receive a 
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questionnaire at the close of the hunting season. The notice 

included a form for keeping records of hunting activity and 

waterfowl harvested (Fig. 5). 

Methods used to mail the 1994-95 Illinois Waterfowl Hunter 

Survey questionnaire and to process data from returned 

questionnaires were similar to those employed in previous years 

(Anderson 1983). On 19 January 1995, the questionnaire and a 

cover letter (Figs. 1 and 2) were mailed to 3,905 purchasers 

(3,508 residents and 397 non-residents) of the Illinois Migratory 

Waterfowl Stamp. Non-respondents were mailed 2nd and 3rd copies 

of the questionnaire and accompanying letters (Figs. 3 and 4) on 

1 March and again on 13 April, respectively. As of 25 May 1995, 

2,716 usable questionnaires were returned for a response rate of 

70%. In 1986-1993, when the mailing lists were comparable to the 

1994-95 list, response rates were 70-75%. 

Procedures used to estimate numbers of hunters, days afield, 

waterfowl harvested, cripples lost, and confidence intervals were 

as described in the final report for the 1984 survey (Anderson 

1986), with the following exceptions. The adjustment factors for 

stamp-exempt hunters were changed from 1.182 to 1.085 for duck 

hunters, from 1.218 to 1.087 for goose hunters, and from 1.200 to 

1.086 for all waterfowl hunters (Anderson 1986:7). These changes 

were necessary because, beginning in 1994, senior (~65 years) 

hunters were no longer exempt from purchasing the Illinois 

Migratory Waterfowl Stamp. The adjustment factors accounted for 

the number of stamp-exempt hunters relative to the number of 

stamp-purchasing hunters. Thus, the latter covered hunters 16-64 
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years of age in 1981-1993 and hunters ~16 years (i.e., included 

seniors) in 1994. The 1994-95 estimates of waterfowl harvest and 

hunter activity were based on a sales of 57,543 of the 1994 

Illinois Migratory Waterfowl stamps. 

The mean hunter of duck hunters, their days afield, and 

ducks harvested were computed by county and administrative region 

for the 5-year period 1989 through 1993. These data are 

presented in Appendix A. 

SEASON LENGTHS AND BAG LIMITS 

Illinois' early teal season took place on 10-18 September 

1994, and the daily bag limit was any aggregate of 4 blue-winged 

or green-winged teal. Shooting hours were from sunrise to 

sunset. 

The regular duck season was increased from 30 days in 1993 

to 40 days in 1994. The bag limit was 3 ducks (2 mallards) per 

day using the Conventional System (same as in 1993), and shooting 

time was 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset (Fig. 6). 

For Canada geese, the 1994 season length was 51 days (46 

days in 1993) in the North Zone and Central Zone. These seasons 

were split into two segments. The DOC implemented a Canada goose 

harvest monitoring system in 18 counties in the North and Central 

Zones beginning with the 1994 season (Fig. 6). Goose hunters in 

these counties had to obtain a special permit (Fig. 7), issued 

free with purchase of the Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp, and 

they had to report daily the Canada geese they harvested via a 

toll-free phone number (1-800-WETLAND). The quotas were 13,000 
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Canada geese for the North Quota Zone Counties and 22,400 for the 

Central Quota Zone Counties. Procedures for calculating the 

quotas are described in a document prepared by the DOC's 

Waterfowl Program (Anonymous 1994). 

The Canada goose season extended for 51 days (also 51 days 

in 1993) in the South Zone. In the Southern Illinois and Rend 

Lake Quota Zones, the seasons were 51 days or when 39,800 and 

11,400 Canada geese were harvested, respectively. The statewide 

quota was 109,600 Canada geese. The bag limit was 2 Canada geese 

per day statewide. 

There was no early (September) Canada goose season, nor were 

extra days added to the regular goose season, in northeastern 

Illinois in 1994. 

FINDINGS 

Of the 2,716 respondents to the questionnaire, 463 (17%) did 

not purchase an Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamp again in 1994. 

The other 2,253 respondents purchased an average of 1.10 stamps 

each: 92% purchased 1 stamp, 7% purchased 2 stamps, 1% purchased 

3-5 stamps, and <0.1% purchased ~6 stamps. Of the 2,253 stamp 

purchasers, 2,005 (89%) hunted waterfowl in Illinois during the 

1994 season. 

Waterfowl Harvest and Hunter Activity 

An estimated 53,226 waterfowl hunters (4% more than in 1993) 

were active in Illinois during the 1994 season (Table 1). They 

spent 816,185 days afield (20% more than in 1993) and harvested 
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332,803 waterfowl (2% more than in 1993). 

Of the 53,226 hunters who were active in 1994, 30% hunted 

ducks only, 17% hunted geese only, and 53% hunted both ducks and 

geese (Table 2). It is noteworthy that the proportion of 

waterfowl hunters who pursued ducks decreased from an average of 

88% in 1981-1987 to an average of 77% in 1988-1994. Conversely, 

the proportion of waterfowl hunters who pursued geese increased 

from an average of 42% in 1981-1987 to an average of 70% in 1988­

1994 (Table 2). 

September Teal Season. An estimated 8,062 hUnters spent 

20,341 days afield, and harvested 12,436 teal during Illinois' 9­

day teal season in 1994 (Table 3). There were more teal hunters 

(1,962), more days afield (4,721), and more teal harvested 

(2,578) in Administrative Region 3A than in any other region. 

Region IB ranked 2nd in all three categories. The 1994 estimates 

for teal hunters, days-afield, and teal harvested were 22-45% 

greater than comparable estimates for 1993 (Table 4). However, 

teal harvest and hunting activity were, on the average, 47-60% 

less in 1992-1994 than in 1985-1987. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (FWS) suspended the September season during the 4 years 

from 1988 to 1991. 

Hunter success rates during the September season in 1994 

were 0.61 teal per hunter per day afield and 1.54 teal per hunter 

per season. Success rates in previous years ranged from 0.51 to 

0.83 teal per hunter per day afield and from 1.32 to 2.31 teal 

per hunter per season (Table 5). 

The FWS estimated that Illinois' September teal harvest 
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increased from 3,690 birds in 1993 to 6,900 birds in 1994 (Martin 

and Padding 1995). The Great Flood of 1993, which ravaged 

wetland habitats, undoubtedly had a major negative impact on teal 

hunting activities in Illinois in that year. 

Regular Duck Season. An estimated 44,447 individuals hunted 

ducks during the regular duck season in Illinois in 1994 (Table 

6). These hunters harvested 246,944 ducks in 475,264 days 

afield. Although there were more duck hunters and more days 

spent afield in Region 1B than in any other region, the duck 

harvest was greatest in Region 3A (74,311). Compared to the 

previous year, the number of duck hunters increased 9%, days 

afield increased 30%, and duck harvest increased 13% in 1994 

(Table 7). 

The 246,944 ducks harvested in Illinois in 1994 included an 

estimated 137,263 mallards, 44,683 wood ducks, and 64,998 other 

ducks (including 3,760 canvasback). The FWS estimated that 

198,204 total ducks were harvested in the state during the 

regular duck 1994 season, which included 99,538 mallards, 30,603 

wood ducks, and 68,063 other ducks (including 2,319 canvasback) 

(Martin and Padding 1995). The FWS estimates indicated that duck 

harvest increased 9% in Illinois, 27% in the Mississippi Flyway, 

and 17% in the United States, from 1993 to 1994. 

statewide, hunter success rates were 0.51 duck per hunter 

per day afield and 5.47 ducks per hunter per season during the 

regular duck season in 1994 (Table 8). From 1981 to 1993, 

success rates ranged from 0.48 to 0.72 duck per hunter per day 

afield and from 4.30 to 8.00 ducks per hunter per season. 



8 


Two-thirds (66%) of the duck hunters were active in a single 

county, 25% were active in 2 counties, and 9% were active in ~3 

counties. Similarly, 55% of the duck hunters were active in 

their county of residence: 32% were active only in their county 

of residence and 23% were active in their county of residence 

plus one or more other counties. 

Statewide in 1994, 48% of the duck hunters were active on 

public hunting areas, 7% were active on municipal/county areas, 

26% were active on private clubs, and 50% were active on other 

areas (Table 9). For days afield, 40% occurred on public hunting 

areas, 5% occurred on municipal/county areas, 21% occurred on 

private clubs, and 34% occurred on other areas. Based on 

comparable data collected in 1981, public hunting areas attracted 

40% of the days afield, private clubs attracted 18%, and other 

areas attracted 42% of the days afield (Anderson 1983). 

Coot Hunting. The coot harvest was estimated at 3,880 birds 

in Illinois in 1994, 169% greater than the estimated harvest for 

1993 (Tables 6 and 7). The FWS estimated the Illinois coot 

harvest at 1,013 birds for the 1994 season, down 5% from that 

agency's estimate for 1993 (Martin and Padding 1995). 

Regular Goose Season. An estimated 37,090 goose hunters 

were active during the regular goose season in Illinois in 1994­

95, and they spent 320,580 days afield (Table 10). The Southern 

Illinois Quota Zone (Alexander, Jackson, Union, and Williamson 

counties), located in Region 5, accounted for 46% of the goose 

hunters and 34% of the days afield. The Rend Lake Quota Zone 

(Franklin and Jefferson counties), also in Region 5, accommodated 
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13% of the hunters and 8% of the days afield. The remainder of 

the state accounted for 63% of the hunters and 58% of the days 

afield. statewide, the number of goose hunters and their days 

afield increased 67% and 203%, respectively, from 1985 to 1994 

(Table 11). 

There were an estimated 69,543 geese harvested during the 

regular goose season in Illinois in 1994-95, which included 

67,790 Canada geese and 1,753 other geese (Table 10). The Canada 

goose harvest decreased 27% between 1993-94 and 1994-95 (Table 

11). The FWS estimated that 77,376 Canada geese, 1,138 other 

geese, and 78,514 total geese were taken in the state in 1994-95 

(Martin and Padding 1995). 

Canada goose harvest in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone was 

tabulated (via daily registration forms) at 25,956 birds during 

the 1994-95 season (Whitton 1995a). This represents 38% of the 

statewide harvest of Canada geese during the regular goose 

season. In the Rend Lake Quota Zone, an estimated 6,574 Canada 

geese (10% of state's total harvest) were harvested. This 

estimate was 4% greater than the projected harvest (i.e., 

projected from the reported harvest on public hunting areas) of 

6,326 Canada geese for the entire Rend Lake Quota Zone (Whitton 

1995b). The remaining 35,261 Canada geese in the statewide 

harvest were bagged in the 96 counties located outside the two 

southern Illinois quota zones. 

The Canada goose harvest i~ the 18 newly-created North and 

Central Quota Zone Counties was estimated at 16,909 birds (Tables 

12 and 13). In comparison, the phone-in monitoring system 
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tabulated a harvest of 16,687 Canada geese in these counties 

(Table 13). Thus, the two procedures--i.e., the mail­

questionnaire survey and the phone-in monitoring system--produced 

Canada goose harvest estimates for the 18 Quota Counties that 

were 99% in agreement. 

It is noteworthy that 24 of Illinois' 102 counties were 

covered by a Canada goose harvest monitoring system during the 

1994-95 season. These included 18 counties in the North and 

Central Zones, the 2 counties comprising the Rend Lake Quota 

Zone, and the 4 counties comprising the Southern Illinois Quota 

Zone. Collectively, these 24 counties accounted for 73% of the 

Canada goose harvest in Illinois in 1994-95 (Table 14). 

Statewide, hunters experienced an overall success rate of 

0.21 goose per hunter per day afield and 1.82 geese per hunter 

per season during the 1994-95 season (Table 10). In the Southern 

Illinois Quota Zone, success was 0.24 and 1.55 geese, 

respectively. Similarly, hunter success was 0.25 and 1.38 geese 

at Rend Lake, and 0.19 and 1.48 geese in the remainder of the 

state. In comparison, statewide success rates ranged from 0.15 

to 0.32 goose per hunter per day afield and from 0.95 to 2.63 

geese per hunter per, season in 1981 through 1993 (Table 15). 

According to information reported by goose hunters in the 

Southern Illinois Quota Zone, 23% of the days afield in that zone 

occurred on public hunting areas, 47% occurred on commercial 

hunting clubs, and 30% occurred on non-commercial/private areas 

(Table 16). Similarly, 18% of the Canada goose harvest took 

place on public hunting areas, 54% on commercial hunting clubs, 
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and 28% on non-commercial/private areas. The proportion of goose 

harvest occurring on public hunting areas was lowest in the 

vicinity of Horseshoe Lake Refuge and highest at Union County 

Refuge. However, for commercial hunting clubs, the pattern was 

reversed. The relative goose harvest on non-commercial/private 

areas was highest in the vicinity of Crab Orchard NWR and lowest 

at Union County Refuge. 

Crippling Losses. Crippling losses (birds knocked down but 

not retrieved) were estimated at 65,266 ducks, 16,234 geese, and 

1,167 coots in Illinois during the 1994-95 hunting season (Table 

17). These estimates, which are considered to be indices and not 

actual numbers, equate to 26.4 ducks, 23.3 geese, and 30.1 coots 

lost per 100 harvested. After being somewhat elevated during the 

mid- and late-1980s, crippling rates have generally declined in 

Illinois. 

Nationwide crippling rates for ducks and geese during the 

1994 season, as measured via hunter questionnaire surveys 

conducted by the FWS, were similar to, or lower than, the rates 

that prevailed in the 1950's and 1960s (Table 18). 

Attitudes and Opinions of Hunters 

Dates and Shooting Time for September Teal Season. A 

majority (65%) of the teal hunters thought the dates selected for 

the September teal season in 1994 (September 10-18) were "about 

right" (Table 19). This sentiment prevailed in all waterfowl 

zones and administrative regions in the state. 

A majority (68%) of the teal hunters preferred that legal 



12 


shooting time begin 1/2 hour before sunrise during the September 

teal season (Table 20). This preference predominated in all 

zones and regions. 

Days in Week for Beginning and Ending Regular Duck Season. 

According to responses to question #15, a plurality (40%) of 

the duck hunters preferred that the regular duck season (assuming 

40 days) begin on a Wednesday and end on a Sunday (Table 21). 

The second choice was Saturday/Wednesday, and the third choice 

was Thursday/Monday, in most regions of the state. Hunters in 

southern Illinois preferred Thursday/Monday over saturday/ 

Wednesday for their second choice. 

Locations of Waterfowl Zone Boundaries. Majorities (58-61%) 

of the duck and goose hunters in northern and central Illinois 

thought the location of the boundary that divided the North and 

central Zones in 1994-95 was about right (Tables 22 and 23). 

Hunters who were active in the boundary counties (i.e., the 

counties in which the boundary was located) in both the North 

Zone and Central Zone were also supportive (59-69%) of the 

present location of the North Zone/Central Zone boundary. 

Majorities (51-61%) of the duck hunters and goose hunters in 

central and southern Illinois thought the location of the 

boundary that divided the Central and South Zones in 1994-95 was 

about right (Tables 22 and 23). Hunters in the boundary counties 

in the South Zone also supported (56-60%) the present location of 

the Central/South Zone boundary. However, a plurality (33%) of 

the goose hunters in the boundary counties in the Central Zone 

thought the boundary should be moved further north. 



13 


Goose Monitoring System in North and Central Zones. 

Overwhelming majorities (68-76%) of the goose hunters in the 

North and Central Zones were supportive of the newly-implemented 

Canada goose harvest monitoring system and reporting requirements 

in selected counties in northern and central Illinois (Table 24). 

Only 10-15% of the hunters were not supportive of this new 

regulation. It appears that most hunters believe that the extra 

days of goose hunting make the inconveniences of the monitoring 

system and reporting requirements worthwhile. 

Overlap Between Duck and Goose Hunting Seasons. Majorities 

(51-68%) of the duck hunters and goose hunters in the North and 

Central Zones felt that the goose season should partially overlap 

the duck season (Table 25). Pluralities (45-47%) of the hunters 

in the South Zone also expressed this sentiment. However, many 

(42-43%) duck hunters and goose hunters in the South Zone 

believed the goose season should occur totally after the duck 

season. Southern Illinois has traditionally had a relatively 

late goose hunting season. 

The last question on the questionnaire was hypothetical: 

"For the moment, assume that the goose season will overlap the 

duck season by 20 days and that 5 of these days will occur at the 

beginning of the duck season. The other 15 days could take place 

during the first half of the duck season or during the second 

half. Which do you prefer?" In responding to this question, 

goose hunters throughout the state overwhelmingly (67-89%) chose 

the second option (Table 25). 
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DISCUSSION 

Compared to the previous year, duck production in 1994 was 

much greater in the northcentral United states and prairie 

Canada. The predicted fall fight was 71 million ducks, a value 

greater than that predicted for 1993 (59 million) and similar in 

size to fall flights of the early 1980s (Canadian Wildlife 

Service and U.S. Fish and wildlife Service 1994). As a result, 

the duck season was extended from 30 days in 1988-1993 to 40 days 

in 1994 in Illinois and other Mississippi Flyway states. 

However, the restrictive 3-duck daily bag limit was retained. 

Presumably because of the longer season, the number of duck 

hunters increased 9%, their days afield increased 30%, and duck 

harvest increased 13%, from 1993 to 1994 (Table 7). The increase 

in duck harvest was caused by an increase in hunting activity and 

not by an increase in hunter success (Table 8). 

To put the 1994-95 goose hunting season in proper 

perspective, it should be pointed out that the 1993-94 season was 

characterized by a high harvest and exceptionally high hunter 

success rates (Tables 11 and 15). Thus, compared to the 1993-94 

goose season, the 1994-95 season was disappointing. Neverthe­

less, a respectable 67,790 Canada geese were harvested in the 

state in 1994-95, and hunter success was 0.21 goose per hunter 

per day afield. In the previous 10 years (1984-1993), an average 

of 61,877 Canada geese was harvested and an average of 0.23 goose 

was bagged per hunter per day afield. 

The DOC (currently DNR) implemented a Canada goose harvest 

monitoring system in 18 counties in the North and Central 
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Waterfowl Zones for the 1994-95 season (Fig. 6). Goose hunters 

in these counties had to obtain a special permit (issued free 

with purchase of the Illinois Migratory Waterfowl stamp), which 

was used to record each goose harvested immediately after it was 

reduced to the bag. In addition, the hunters had to daily report 

the number of Canada geese they harvested via a toll-free phone 

number. with this monitoring system, harvests of 6,657 and 

10,030 Canada geese were recorded for the North and Central Quota 

Zone Counties, respectively. This reported Canada goose harvest 

agreed closely with the estimates produced by the present mail ­

questionnaire survey for the Quota Counties (Table 13). Based on 

these findings, the phone-in system was exceptionally reliable 

for monitoring the Canada goose harvest in the Quota,Counties 

during the 1st year of operation. 

The 1994 teal hunting season took place during the 9-day 

period of 10-18 September. When asked how they felt about these 

season dates, a majority (65%) of the teal hunters thought they 

were "about right" (Table 19). This sentiment prevailed 

statewide. Thus, if hunter opinion is the overriding factor, the 

dates for the teal season should focus on the 2nd and 3rd week in 

September. 

From time to time, waterfowl hunters in various parts of the 

state express an interest in having the boundaries that separate 

the North and Central Zones, and the Central and South Zones, 

moved further north or south. These hunters believe that, by 

changing the boundary and thereby "moving" their waterfowling 

area to'a different zone, their hunting will improve. When 
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polled, majorities or pluralities (43-67%) of the duck hunters in 

each zone, as well as in the counties where the boundaries were 

located, thought the present locations of the boundaries were 

about right (Table 22). Goose hunters expressed the same views, 

with the exception that a plurality (33%) of those in the 

Central/South Zone boundary counties in the Central Zone thought 

the boundary should be moved further north (Table 23). This 

sentiment falls on the heels of a change that was made in the 

Central/South Zone boundary in 3 counties beginning with the 

1994-95 season. For goose hunting in Bond, Fayette, and 

Effingham counties, the boundary was moved from I-70 north so 

that the entirety of each of these counties was included in the 

South Zone. For duck hunting, the boundary remained along 

I-70. This change may have served as a motivation for some goose 

hunters to support moving the boundary further north elsewhere in 

the Central Zone. 
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Table 1. 	 Summary of Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamps
purchased, hunter activity, and waterfowl harvest 
in Illinois from 1981 through 1994 hunting seasons. 

Season 
(Year) 

Stamps 
Purchased Hunters 

Days 
Afield 

Waterfowl 
HarvestS 

1981 61,929 63,652 874,730 413,264 

1982 57,691 58,766 795,807 392,897 

1983 56,162 58,240 815,523 475,601 

1984 55,250 56,533 748,390 420,357 

1985 55,670 56,899 699,113 392,253 

1986 59,734 61,876 887,446 467,164 

1987 58,803 (5,550) b 60,371 814,918 354,194 

1988c 53,498 (4,350) 53,450 644,056 264,316 

1989c 55,693 (3,570) 55,709 749,033 322,359 

1990c 55,009 (2,390) 55,152 708,391 270,796 

1991c 58,421 (2,130) 59,038 855,279 406,854 

1992 51,261 (1,395) 51,274 714,550 292,535 

1993 50,976 ( 995) 51,340 682,498 326,446 

1994 57,543 ( 955) 53,226 816,185 332,803 

8Teal, ducks, coots, and geese combined. The u.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service suspended the September teal season in 1988 
through 1991. 

bstamps purchased for commercial art purposes. These stamps 
were not included in the numbers to the left. 

CThe estimates of waterfowl hunters and days afield for 
these years have been reduced to 92.48% - 96.48% of the original 
estimates. The estimates of waterfowl (teal, ducks, coots, and 
geese combined) harvested have been reduced to 94.54% - 97.74% of 
the original estimates. See last paragraph of the METHODS 
section, in Anderson and Williamson (1994) for explanation. 



Table 2. The percentage of waterfowl hunters who hunted ducks, 
and the percentage who hunted geese, in Illinois from 
1981 through 1994 seasons. 

Percentage Who Hunted: Percentage Who Were; 
Season Ducks Geese Both Ducks Duck Goose 
(Year) only Only and Geese Hunters Hunters 

1981 63 14 23 86 37 

1982 59 11 30 89 31 

1983 55 13 32 87 45 

1984 60 12 28 88 40 

1985 61 10 29 90 39 

1986 51 13 36 87 49 

1987 47 14 39 86 53 

1988 36 19 45 81 64 

1989 29 21 50 79 71 

1990 27 30 43 70 73 

1991 26 27 47 73 74 

1992 31 24 45 76 69 

1993 30 20 50 80 69 

1994 30 17 53 83 70 



Table 3. Teal harvest and hunter activity, by administrative region, 
during the September teal season in Illinois in 1994 (n=2,253). 

DaYs Afield Teal Harvest 
Administrative Number of Per Per Day Per 

Regiona Hunters Number Hunter Total Afield Hunter 

1A 928 2,546 2.74 1,927 0.76 2.08 
1B 1,512 3,978 2.63 2,418 0.61 1.60 
2 822 1,644 2.00 1,023 0.62 1.24 
3A 1,962 4,721 2.41 2,578 0.55 1.31 
3B 451 955 2.12 452 0.47 1.00 
4 1,008 2,572 2.55 1,940 0.75 1.93 
5 1,114 3,395 3.05 1,767 0.52 1.59 

Unknown 265 530 331 
Entire state 8,062 20,341 2.52 12,436b 0.61 1.54 

aSee Figure 8. 


~he 95% confidence interval is +3,913. 




Table 4. Summary of teal harvest and hunter activity during the 
September teal season in Illinois in 1981 through 1994. 

Year Hunters Days Afield Teal Harvest 

1981 14,802 38,586 22,946 

1982 14,863 41,856 28,785 

1983 13,295 39,475 29,355 

1984 14,158 39,481 32,730 

1985 13,852 36,521 29,260 

1986 15,449 40,241 30,375 

1987 12,297 32,582 23,193 

1988­

1989­

1990­

1991­

1992 7,696 18,265 12,069 

1993 6,474 16,722 8,562 

1994 8,062 20,341 12,436 

-The September teal season was suspended by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service during these years. 

'. 



Table 5. Rates of teal harvest and hunter activity during the 
September teal season in Illinois in 1981 through 1994. 

Season Length/ Days Afield Teal Harvest Per Hgnter 
Year Bag Limit Per Hunter Per day Per Season 

1981 9/4 2.61 0.59 1.55 
1982 9/4 2.82 0.69 1.94 
1983 9/4 2.97 0.74 2.21 
1984 9/4 2.79 0.83 2.31 
1985 9/4 . 2.64 0.80 2.11 
1986 9/4 2.60 0.75 1.97 
1987 9/4 2.65 0.71 1.89 
19888 
19898 
19908 
19918 
1992 9/4 2.37 0.66 1.57 
1993 9/4 2.58 0.51 1.32 
.1994 9/4 2.52 0.61 1.54 

8The September teal season was suspended by the u.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service during these years. 



Table 6. Duck and coot harvest and hunter activity, by administrative regions, during the 
regular duck season in Illinois in 1994 (n=2,253). 

Days Afield Duck Harvest 
Administrative 

Region8 
Number of 
Hunters Number 

Per 
Hunter Total 

Per Day 
Afield 

Per 
Hunterb 

Coot 
Harvest 

1A 3,554 30,949 8.71 14,429 ( 332)C 0.46 3.97 213 
1B 
2 

11,138 
6,444 

-128,277 
54,764 

11.52 
8.50 

61,849 
24,301 

( 731) 
(1,395) 

0.48 
0.42 

5.49 
3.55 

757 
306 

3A 
3B 
4 

9,786 
2,042 
3,477 

128,198 
17,264 
38,374 

13.10 
8.45 

11.05 

74,311 
7,095 

21,697 

( 
( 
( 

0) 
53) 

412) 

0.58 
0.41 
0.55 

7.59 
3.45 
6.13 

1,554 
93 

638 
5 7,213 69,960 9.70 39,487 (1,063) 0.55 5.33 319 

Unknown 
Entire state 

793 
44,447 

7,478 
475,264 10.69 

3,775 ( 40) 
246,944d (4,026)e 0.51 5.47 

0 
3,880 f 

8See Figure 8. 


bExcludes ducks harvested coincidentally to goose hunting. 


cDucks harvested coincidentally to goose hunting. 


dThe 95% confidence interval is + 27,294. 


elncludes 137,263 mallards, 44,683 wood ducks, and 64,998 other ducks (including 3,760 

canvasback). 

fThe 95% confidence interval is ± 2,686. 



Table 7. summary of duck and coot harvests and hunter activity during the 
regular duck season in Illinois from 1981 through 1994. 

Duck Harvest 
Season 
(Year) Hunters 

Days 
Afield Mallards 

Wood 
Ducks 

Other 
Ducks Total 

coot 
Harvest 

1981 54,744 703,534 170,972 72,065 94,947 337,984 4,950 

1982 52,220 646,394 163,439 61,706 101,989 327,134 5,905 

1983 50,440 651,409 220,317 72,237 110,862 403,416 10,472 

1984 49,715 606,325 182,132 52,955 120,016 355,103 7,702 

1985 51,362 556,800 168,549 51,216 97,155 316,920 5,773 

1986 53,588 638,090 201,676 65,414 112,490 379,580 7,372 

1987 51,704 558,172 155,783 58,488 74,748 289,019 2,694 

43,233 381,985 119,149 23,743 42,836 185,728 1,936 

43,841 407,478 133,128 28,065 63,073 224,266 2,049 

38,759 350,119 112,370 33,253 51,562 197,185 ( 7,144)b 2,287 

42,911 393,247 177,221 49,556 80,793 307,570 (25,815) 1,101 

1992 39,272 362,275 124,112 34,280 58,035 216,427 (11,501) 3,275 

1993 40,941 366,656 134,334 39,906 43,360 217,600 (4,320) 1,445 

1994 44,447 475,264 137,263 44,683 64,998c 246,944 (4,026) 3,880 

-The estimates of duck hunters, days afield, ducks and coots 
harvested for these years have been reduced to 92.48% - 96.48% of the 
original estimates. See last paragraph of the METHODS section in Anderson and 
Williamson (1994) for explanation. 

boucks harvested coincidental to goose hunting. 

CIncludes 3,760 canvasback. 



Table 8. Rates of duck harvest and hunter activity during the 
regular duck season in Illinois in 1981 through 1994. 

Season Length/ Days Afield Duck Harvest Per Hunter8 
Year Bag Limitb Per Hunter Per Day Per Season 

1981 50/10(4) 12.85 0.48 6.17 
1982 50/10(4) 12.38 0.51 6.26 
1983 50/10(4) 12.91 0.62 8.00 
1984 50/10(4) 12.20 0.59 7.14 
1985 40/5 (3) 10.84 0.57 6.17 
1986 40/5 (3) 11.91 0.59 7.08 
1987 40/5 (3) 10.80 0.52 5.59 
1988 30/3 (2) 8.84 0.49 4.30 
1989 30/3 (2) 9.29 0.55 5.12 
1990 30/3 (2) 9.03 0.54 4.90 
1991 30/3 (2) 9.16 0.72 6.57 
1992 30/3 (2) 9.22 0.57 5.22 
1993 30/3 (2) 8.96 0.58 5.21 
1994 40/3 (2) 10.69 0.51 5.47 

8Excludes ducks harvested coincidental to goose hunting. 

brhe Point System was used in 1981-1987. A maximum of 10 
ducks (4 mallards) was allowed in 1981-1984, and a maximum of 5 
ducks (3 mallards) was allowed in 1985-1987. The Conventional 
(Straight) System was used in 1988-1994. 



Table 9. Distribution of duck hunters and days afield in relation to types of areas hunted in 
Illinois during the 1994 season. Sample sizes (hunters/days afield) are in parentheses. 

Administrative State/Federal Areas Municipal/County Areas Private Clubs other Areas 
Region Hunters Days Hunters Days Hunters Days Hunters Days 

lA (131/1,122) 34% 42% 2% 2% 6% 7% 67% 49% 

lB (411/4,714) 45 36 4 3 36 30 47 31 

2 (236/2,024) 30 22 7 7 21 16 69 55 

3A (361/4,782) 51 44 8 5 40 29 34 22 

3B (76/637 ) 42 34 12 14 8 5 57 47 

4 (130/1,419) 55 41 5 8 14 13 56 38 

5 (270/2,630) 67 54 8 6 15 10 46 30 

Unknown (30/246 ) 40 50 3 1 40 26 20 23 

Entire 
State (1,643/17,574) 48 40 7 5 26 21 50 34 



rable 10. 	 Goose harvest and hunter activity, by zones and administrative regions, during the regular 
goose season in Illinois in 1994-95 (n = 2,253). 

Zone or Dal!S Afield Goose Harvest 
I\dministrative Per Per Dar Per 
Reqiona Hunters Number Hunter Canada Geese Other Geese Total Geese Afield Hunterb 

Southern 
Quota Zone 17,057 107,896 6.33 25,956 ( 39)C 490 ( 0) 26,446 ( 39) 0.24 1.55 

Rend Lake 
Quota Zone 4,809 26,941 5.60 6,573 ( 0) 77 ( 0) 6,650 ( 0) 0.25 1.38 

Remainder of 
state 

1A 1,435 8,502 5.93 1,843 ( 206) 129 ( 51) 1,972 ( 251) 0.20 1.19 
1B 9,459 68,680 7.26 11,161 ( 464) 180 ( 13) 11,341 ( 477) 0.16 1.15 
2 6,005 34,566 5.77 8,042 ( 799) 284 ( 0) 8,326 ( 799) 0.22 1.25 
3A 3,985 23,327 5.85 4,098 ( 206) 296 ( 13) 4,394 ( 219) 0.18 1.05 
3B 2,338 14,241 6.09 2,101 ( 26) 13 ( 0) 2,114 ( 26) 0.15 0.89 
4 2,046 18,492 9.04 3,042 ( 129) 39 ( 0) 3,081 ( 129) 0.16 1.44 
5d 2,152 17,482 8.12 4,897 ( 26) 245 ( 0) 5,142 ( 26) 0.29 2.38 
Unknown 239 453 17 ( 0) o ( 0) 17 ( 0) 
Total 23,248e 185,743 7.99 35,261 (1,856) 1,186 ( 71) 36,447 (1,933) 0.19 1.48 

Entire state 37,090e 320,580 8.64 67,790 (1,895) 1,753 ( 77) 69,543f (1,972) 0.21 1.82 

aSee Figure 8. 

bExcludes geese harvested coincidentally to duck hunting. 

cNumber of geese harvested coincidentally to duck hunting. 

dExcludes Southern Quota Zone and Rend Lake Quota Zone • 


. eThe totals are less than the sums of the above values because some hunters were active in >1 zone 
and/or region. 

fThe 95% confidence interval is ± 5,911. 



Table 11. Summary of goose harvest and hunter activity during the regular 
goose season in Illinois from 1981-82 through 1994-95. 

Goose Harvest 
Season 
(Year) Hunters 

Days 
Afield Canada Geese other Geese Total 

1981 23,610 132,610 44,302 ( 6,312)8 3,082 (1,719) 47,384 ( 8,031) 

1982 24,058 107,557 29,574 ( 4,968) 1,499 ( 710) 31,073 ( 5,678) 

1983 26,199 124,639 31,395 ( 4,325) 962 ( 577) 32,357 ( 4,902) 

1984 22,426 102,583 23,147 ( 2,859) 1,675 ( 593) 24,822 ( 3,452) 

1985 22,160 105,792 37,976 ( 5,248) 2,324 ( 753) 40,300 ( 6,001) 

1986 30,327 200,291 45,535 (11,348) 2,625 ( 832) 48,160 (12,180) 

1987 32,246 224,164 36,103 ( 3,563) 1,525 ( 499) 37,628 ( 4,062) 

1988b 34,456 251,176 72,550 ( 3,871) 1,832 ( 350) 74,382 ( 4,221) 

1989b 39,459 329,369 91,379 ( 2,988) 1,715 ( 182) 93,094 ( 3,170) 

1990b 40,459 346,036 67,127 ( 1,515) 1,319 ( 97) 68,446 ( 1,612) 

1991b 43,692 450,807 92,239 ( 1,245) 2,434 ( 70) 94,673 ( 1,315) 

1992 35,253 334,010 59,352 ( 2,679) 1,412 ( 170) 60,764 ( 2,849) 

1993 35,489 299,120 93,361 ( 1,260) 1,314 ( 82) 94,675 ( 1,342) 

1994 37,090 320,580 67,790 ( 1,895) 1,753 ( 77) 69,543 ( 1,972) 

-Number of geese harvested coincidentally to duck hunting. 

brhe estimates of goose hunters and days afield for these years have been 
reduced to 92.48% - 96.48% of the original estimates. The estimates for geese 
harvested have not been reduced. See last paragraph of the METHODS section in 
Anderson and Williamson (1994) for explanation. 



Table 12. 	 Canada goose harvest and hunter activity in quota 
counties in the North and Central Waterfowl Zones in 
Illinois during the 1994-95 season. 

Zones and Hunters Days Canada Goose 
Counties Successful- Total Afield Harvest 

North Waterfowl Zone 

Dupage 
Kane 
Lake 
McHenry 
LaSalleb 

Willb 

Total 

106 
425 
638 

1,010 
53 
53 

2,285 

159 
717 

1,010 
1,568 

159 
266 

3,879 

993 
5,636 
5,716 

11,433 
1,047 
1,664 

26,489 

541 
1,585 
1,379 
2,591 

116 
232 

6,444 

Central Waterfowl Zone 

Calhoun 
Cass 
Fulton 
Jersey 
Knox 
Mason 
Morgan 
Peoria 
Pike 
Tazewell 
Woodford 
LaSallec 
Willc 
Grundy 
Total 

239 
133 

1,725 
53 

558 
213 

53 
266 
133 
372 

80 
133 

80 
186 

4,224 

531 
239 

2,817 
292 

1,169 
531 
133 
478 
399 
478 
186 
292 
558 
585 

8,688 

2,603 
1,691 

28,904 
2,067 
9,098 
4,133 
1,422 
4,697 
3,569 
6,844 
2,415 
2,120 
3,355 
3,489 

76,407 

296 
322 

5,026 
129 
992 
554 
271 
516 
258 
838 
309 
245 
464 
245 

10,465 

~arvested ~1 Canada geese. 


~orth of 1-80. 


cSouth of 1-80. 




Table 13. 	 Canada goose harvest in the North and Central Quota Zone 
Counties in Illinois in 1994-95 as determined by a phone-in 
monitoring system and by mail questionnaire survey. 

Quota Zone counties 

Goose Harvest 
Phone-in Mail 

Monitoring Questionnaire 
System Survey 

Percentage 
Difference 

North Quota Zone Counties 6,657 6,444 -3 

Central Quota Zone counties 10,030 10,465 +4 

Total 16,687 16,909 +1 



Table 14. Canada goose harvest by zones in Illinois during the 
1994-95 season. 

Canada Geese 
Zones and Counties Number Percentage 

North Waterfowl Zone 
Quota Zone Counties 
other Counties 
Total 

Central Waterfowl Zone 
Quota Zone Counties 
Other Counties 
Total 

South Waterfowl Zone 
Rend Lake Quota Zone 
Southern Quota Zone 
Other Counties 
Total 

Entire state 
Quota Zones 
Other Counties 
Unknown 
Total 

6,444 
2,934 
9,378 

10,465 
8,619 

19,084 

6,573 
25,956 

6,7228 

39,251 

49,438 
18,275 

77 
67,790 

71 
29 

100 

55 
45 

100 

17 
66 
17 

100 

73 
27 

100 

-Includes 2,681 Canada geese taken in Bond, Clinton, and 
Fayette counties. 



Table 15. 	 Rates of goose harvest and hunter activity during the 
regular goose season in Illinois in 19S1~82 through 
1994-95. 

Season Length/ Days Afield Goose Ha:t:~~st Pe:t: Hunt~:t: 
Year Bag Limita Per Hunte:t: Per Day Per Season 

1981 50/2 5.62 0.30 1.67 
1982 40/1-2 4.47 0.24 1.06 
1983 35-40/1-2 4.76 0.22 1.05 
1984 20-25/1-2 4.57 0.21 0.95 
1985 20-31/1-2 4.77 0.32 1.55 
1986 40-50/1-2 6.60 0.18 1.19 
1987 40-50/2 6.95 0.15 1.04 
1988 50/2 7.29 0.28 2.04 
1989 56-60/2 8.35 0.27 2.28 
1990 70/3 8.55 0.19 1. 65 
1991 84-90/3 10.32 0.21 2.14 
1992 79/2 9.47 0.17 1.64 
1993 46/2 8.43 0.31 2.63 
1994 51/2 8.64 0.21 1.82 

aFor Canada geese. The bag limit does not take into 
consideration restrictive regulations that were in effect in the 
Tri-County Zone (in Fulton, Knox, and Henry counties), or the 
Fulton-Knox county Zone, in some years. 



Table 16. 	 Distribution of goose hunters, days afield, and geese 
harvested in relation to types of areas hunted in the 
Southern Illinois Quota Zone during the 1994-95 season. 
Sample sizes are in parentheses. 

Percentages 
Type of Area Hunters Days Afield Geese 

Vicinity of Horseshoe Lake Refuge 

(131) (607) (267) 

Public Hunting Area 18 19 12 

Commercial Hunting Club 70 57 62 

Non-Commercial Club/Private Area 12 24 26 

Vicinity of Union County Refuge 

(172) (719) (369) 

Public Hunting Area 37 26 29 

Commercial Hunting Club 46 46 49 

Non-Commercial Club/Private Area 17 28 22 

Vicinity of Crab Orchard NWR 

(394) (2,439) (1,264) 

Public Hunting Area 26 23 15 

Commercial Hunting Club 46 45 54 

Non-Commercial Club/Private Area 28 32 31 

All Refuges 

(697) (3,765) (1,900) 

Public Hunting Area 28 23 18 

Commercial Hunting Club 50 47 54 

Non-Commercial Club/Private Area 22 30 28 



Table 17. 	 Summary of the number of ducks, geese, and coots that were 
crippled (knocked down but not retrieved) in Illinois from 1981 
through 1994 seasons. 

Ducks Geese coots 
Per 100 Per 100 Per 100 

Year Total Bagged Total Bagged Total Bagged 

1981 104,216 30.8 12,573 26.5 1,717 34.7 

1982 82,287 25.2 5,868 18.9 1,595 27.0 

1983 96,907 24.0 7,627 2.3.6 2,947 28.1 

1984 84,665 23.8 5,711 23.0 3,236 42.0 

1985 100,191 31.6 15,918 39.5 2,357 40.8 

1986 145,283 38.3 20,699 41.5 2,770 37.6 

1987 98,155 34.0 18,375 48.8 2,013 74.7 

65,856 35.5 22,730 30.6 1,020 52.7 

66,150 29.5 21,696 23.3 1,083 52.9 

1990· 59,007 29.9 23,895 34.9 868 38.0 

74,932 24.4 27,164. 28.7 301 27.3 

1992 68,027 31.4 18,631 32.1 1,450 45.7 

1993 62,250 28.6 21,067 22.3 813 40.0 

1994 65,266b 26.4 16,234b 23.3 30.1 

~he estimates of ducks, geese, and coots crippled for these years have 
been reduced to 92.48% - 96.48% of the original estimates. The estimates for 
number of geese crippled per 100 bagged have been similarly reduced. See 
last paragraph of the METHODS section in Anderson and Williamson (1994) for 
explanation. 

b.rhe 95% confidence intervals were ±5, 144 for ducks, ±1,948 for geese, and 
±527 for coots. 



Table 18. Summary of the number of waterfowl that were crippled 
(knocked down but not retrieved) per 100 birds retrieved 
in the United states from 1952 through 1994 seasons. 
Data from U.S. Fish and wildlife Service, Office of 
Migratory Bird Management, Hunter Questionnaire Surveys. 

Year Ducks 

1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 
1982 
1983 
1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 
1990 
1991 
1992 
1993 
1994 

27.9 
22.5 
23.0 
23.6 
23.3 
21.8 
23.3 
20.2 
23.0 
22.1 
22.6 
23.8 
23.8 
23.5 
22.4 
22.0 
23.2 
22.5 
21.1 
22.1 
22.4 
21.9 
21.5 
20.3 
19.4 
20.5 
20.2 
20.3 
19.2 
19.4 
19.2 
19.4 
19.5 
19.7 
20.1 
24.5 
23.9 
22.5 
23.4 
24.3 
24.1 
22.7 
20.7 

aNo data for 1952-1970. 

Geese 

22.9 
16.1 
17.1 
19.9 
16.8 
17.6 
19.6 
19.9 
17.9 
17.9 
17.5 
18.6 
17.9 
18.6 
16.1 
15.9 
16.1 
14.4 
15.3 
15.4 
15.5 
14.8 
14.3 
13.0 
14.2 
14.9 
15.7 
14.3 
12.9 
13.2 
15.2 
14.4 
14.2 
14.0 
15.7 
20.5 
16.3 
15.9 
16.4 
17.1 
17.1 
14.9 
14.4 

coots 
___a 

28.2 
29.6 
29.2 
29.1 
28.9 
26.8 
28.9 
29.0 
27.1 
30.9 
22.7 
27.7 
23.7 
30.4 
24.3 
32.5 
27.5 
31.0 
32.1 
30.4 
28.1 
30.6 
27.6 
20.7 



Table 19. 	 Attitudes of teal hunters toward dates for the September teal 
season in Illinois (1994 season). Sample sizes are in 
parentheses. 

Responses to the question, 

*"The dates for the 1994 teal season were September 10-18. How do you 
feel about using similar dates (September 9-17) for the 1995 teal 
season?" 

Res~onses by tiaterfo~l Zgnes 
North c§nt;r;:Al South gntire StAte 

(67) 	 (160) (61) (297) 

Too early 26% 24% 31% 25% 
About right 61 65 65 65 
Too late 3 6 2 4 
No opinion 10 5 2 6 

Res~onses by Administrative Regions 

..J.L -1IL ---L ~ ~ _4_ ---L 
(34) (57) (28) (74) (16) (37) (42) 

Too early
About right 
Too late 

20% 
65 

0 

18% 
70 

7 

25% 
61 

7 

27% 
61 

8 

38% 
50 

0 

32% 
65 

0 

29% 
69 

2 
No opinion 15 5 7. 4 12 3 0 



Table 20. 	 Attitudes of teal hunters toward legal shooting time during the 
September teal season in Illinois (1994 season). Sample sizes 
are in parentheses. 

Responses to the question, 

*"Do you prefer that legal shooting time for the September teal season 
begin at sunrise or 1/2 hour before sunrise?" 

Res:eons§s b~ Wgterfowl Zones 
North Central South Entire Stgte

(69) 	 (161) (60) (299) 

Sunrise 35% 30% 17% 29% 

1/2 hour before 58 67 83 68 

No opinion 7 3 0 3 


Res:eonses b~ Administrative Regions 

-1L -11L --L ~ --1IL _4_ --L 
(35) (57) (30) (74) (16) (37) (41) 

Sunrise 32% 37% 27% 38% 13% 13% 19% 
1/2 hour before 57 60 70 59 81 87 81 
No opinion 11 3 3 3 6 0 0 



Table 21. 	 Attitudes of duck hunters toward the days in the week on which 
duck season should begin and end. Sample sizes are in 
parentheses. 

Responses to the question, 

*"If 40 days are allowed for the regular duck season in 1995, on which of 
the following days would you prefer that the season begin and end? 
(write in "1") for your first choice, "2" for your second choice, and 
"3" for your third choice}." 

Resgonses bX waterfowl Zones 
North Central South Entire State 
(323) (948) (331) (1,630) 

Wednesday/Sunday 41%· 40% 41% 40% 
Thursday/Monday 22 24 31 25 
Saturday/Wednesday 37 36 28 35 

Resgonses bX Administrative Regions 

lA lB 2 JA ~ 4 5 
(132) (413) (231) (357) (76) (129) (264) 

Wednesday/Sunday 
Thursday/Monday 
Saturday/Wednesday 

35% 
25 
40 

38% 
24 
38 

46% 
21 
33 

40% 
24 
36 

44% 
26 
30 

40% 
24 
36 

42% 
31 
27 

·Percentage first choice. 



Table 22. 	 Attitudes of duck hunters toward the location of the boundaries 
that divide the North, Central, and South Waterfowl Zones in 
Illinois. Sample sizes are in parentheses. 

Responses to the question, 

*"The State of Illinois is divided into a North Zone, Central Zone, and 
South Zone for purposes of setting the dates for the regular duck and 
goose hunting seasons (see map on first page). What is your opinion 
of the boundaries that separate these three zones?" 

Present Should Should 
location be moved be moved 

Zones and counties where hunted is about further further No 
right north south Opinion 

North Zone/Central Zone 
North Zone hunters 
In boundary countiesB 
All counties 

Boundary 

(82) 
(348) 

59% 
58 

13% 
5 

18% 
9 

10% 
28 

Central Zone hunters 
In boundary countiesB 
All counties 

(109) 
(904) 

67 
61 

8 
3 

7 
6 

18 
30 

Central Zone/South Zone 
Central Zone hunters 

Boundary 

In boundary countiesb 

All counties 
(35) 

(893) 
43 
55 

28 
12 

6 
4 

23 
29 

South Zone hunters 
In boundary countiesb 

All counties 
(89) 

(351) 
56 
51 

24 
12 

4 
8 

16 
29 

BCook, Will, Kendall, Grundy, LaSalle, Bureau, Henry, and Rock Island. 

bClark, Cumberland, Jasper, Effingham, Fayette, Bond, Madison, 
st. Clair, Monroe, and Randolph. 



Table 23. 	 Attitudes of goose hunters toward the location of the 
boundaries that divide the North, Central, and South Waterfowl 
Zones in Illinois. Sample sizes are in parentheses. 

Responses to the question, 

*"The state of Illinois is divided into a North Zone, Central Zone, and 
South Zone for purposes of setting the dates for the regular duck and 
goose hunting seasons (see map on first page). What is your opinion of 
the boundaries that separate these three zones?" 

Present Should Should 
location be moved be moved 

Zones and counties where hunted is about further further No 
right north south Opinion 

North Zone/Central Zone 
North Zone hunters 
In boundary countiesB 
All counties 

Boundary 

(40) 
(221) 

65% 
59 

10% 
6 

15% 
S 

10% 
27 

Central Zone hunters 
In boundary countiesB 
All counties 

(73) 
(490) 

69 
61 

S 
5 

12 
7 

11 
27 

Central Zone/South Zone 
Central Zone hunters 
In boundary countiesb 
All counties 

Boundary 

(12) 
(477) 

17 
55 

33 
11 

17 
4 

33 
30 

South Zone hunters 
In boundary countiesb 
All counties 

(65) 
(lS0) 

60 
61 

26 
lS 

2 
3 

12 
lS 

Bcook, Will, Kendall, Grundy, LaSalle, Bureau, Henry, and Rock Island. 

bClark, Cumberland, Jasper, Effingham, Fayette, Shelby, Montgomery, 
Bond, Madison, st. Clair, Monroe, and Randolph. 



Table 24. 	 Attitudes of qoose hunters toward the Canada qoose harvest 
monitorinq system that was implemented in 18 counties in the 
North and Central Waterfowl Zones in Illinois for the 1994-95 
season. Sample sizes are in parentheses. 

Responses to the question, 

*"The Department of Conservation implemented a Canada qoose harvest 
monitorinq system in 18 counties in the North and Central Zones for the 
1994-95 season. Goose hunters in these counties must have a special
permit (issued free), and they must report the Canada qeese they 
harvest via a toll-free phone number. This system clears the way for 
lonqer qoose seasons (averaqed over several years), and at the same 
time, prevents over harvest· of the qoose population. Which of the 
followinq statements best describes your attitude toward the monitorinq 
system and permit requirement?" 

The extra days of qoose huntinq
make the inconveniences of the 

Horth Zone 
Quota All 

Counties Countie§
(149) (223) 

C;entral Zone 
Quota All 

counties Counties 
(330) (494) 

monitorinq system and permit
requirements worthwhile. 74% 71% 76% 68% 

The monitorinq system and permit 
requirements are more trouble 
then they are worth. Discontinue 
them and control the qoose harvest 
with a shorter season. 15 13 11 10 

No opinion 11 16 13 22 



Table 25. Attitudes of waterfowl hunters toward having the duck and goose 
seasons overlap in Illinois. Sample sizes are in parentheses. 

Responses to the questions: 

."The Department of Conservation has the option of setting the goose . 
hunting season so that it overlaps the duck season or so that it occurs 
after the duck season. The first option allows hunters to shoot ducks 
and geese at the same time but provides fewer total days of waterfowl 
hunting opportunity. The second option provides more days of waterfowl 
hunting opportunity but hunters cannot shoot ducks and geese at the 
same time. The dUck migration peaks in mid-November, and the goose 
migration peaks in mid-December. with these facts in mind, which of 
the following options do you prefer for setting the goose hunting 
season in Illinois?" 

North Zone 
Duck Goose 

Central Zone 
Duck Goose 

SQuth Zone 
Duck Goose 

Hunters HunterIii Hunters Hunters Hunterlii Hunters 

Goose season totally
overlaps duck season 

(344) 

26% 

(223) 

19% 

(925) 

22% 

(505) 

17% 

(354) 

9% 

(184) 

7% 

Goose season partially
overlaps duck season 61 68 51 53 45 47 

Goose season totally 
after duck season 7 8 20 25 42 43 

No opinion 6 5 7 5 4 3 

."For the moment, assume that the goose season will overlap the duck 
season by 20 days and that 5 of these days will occur at the beginning 
of the duck season. The other 15 days could take place during the 
first half of the duck season or during the second half. Which do you 
prefer?" 

North Zone Central Zone South Zone 

Duck Goose Duck Goose Duck Goose 


Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters Hunters 

(338) (223) (919) (499) (351) (181) 

During first half 18% 16% 11% 12% 3% 4% 

During second half 67 68 79 79 86 89 

No opinion 15 16 10 9 11 7 



1994-95 ILLINOIS WATERFOWL HUNTER SURVEY 


INSTRUCTION 

To properly manage Illinois' waterfowl 
resources, the Department of Conservation 
needs information about waterfowl hunters, 
their hunting activities, and their 
opinions on selected issues. 

Please answer the questions on the 
following pages for your waterfowl hunting 
activities during the 1994-95 season. 

If you did not hunt waterfowl in Illinois 
during the 1994-95 season, answer the first 
two questions and return this form. 

Report only your kill. DO NOT report the 
kill of others with whom you may have hunted. 

Write in the number of days on which you hunted 
ducks and the number of days on which you 
hunted geese. Include your unsuccessful days. 

If you hunted both ducks and geese at the 
same time, count the day toward your primary 
target -- that is, primarily ducks or primarily 
geese. DO NOT count the hunt as a day of duck 
hunting and also as a day of goose hunting. 

If you can't remember the exact figures, give 
your best estimate. 

Your responses are strictly confidential 
and will never be associated with your name. 
Since you are part of a small, randomly 
selected group, your participation and your 
opinions are very important. 

When completed, insert questionnaire into the 
self-addressed envelope and mail. POSTAGE IS PREPAID 

Goose Quota Zones 
1-7C 

_ NCI<'III.m IL OUOII Io .... 

~ C.nttlllIL 011010 lon. 

1::;::::::::1 R<Iftd L.k. 0lI011 Zone 

EZSJ Sou_ IL 01101> Zone 

TlIo.. poIIl..... 01 Bond. F~• 

... Eltlngftlm counl'" nortll 01 HlI 


"" in I'" conltllz_lw_ 


1111111111 

Ind .....Ift ""'" lor gu... 

Your comments are welcome 
but please write them on 
a separate sheet of paper 
to receive proper attention 

Thank you for your cooperation 

Figure 1. The questionnaire used for the 1994-95 Illinois Waterfowl Hunter Survey. 
Figure 1 - continued. 



1994-95 ILLINOIS WATERFOWL HUNTER SURVEY 
(see instructions on first page) 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. 	 How IllCU1y 1994 Illinois Migratory Waterfowl Stamps did you 
purchase for your personal use? (do not include Federal Stamps) .....____ 

2. 	 Did you hunt waterfowl (ducks, geese, and/or coots) in Illinois 

during the 1994-95 season? (circle number for appropriate answer) 


Yes..... 1 No.•..•2 

SEPI'EMBER TEAL SFASON 

3. 	 How many different days did you hunt teal during the September teal 
season in Illinois in 1994? ............•......._____ 

4. 	 How IllCU1y teal did you personally harvest (kill and retrieve) during 
the September teal season in Illinois in 1994? . • . . • . • • . . •____ 

REGUlAR roCK SFASON 

5. 	 How IllCU1y different days did you hunt ducks during the regular duck 
season in Illinois in 1994? (NC1I'E: If you killed all your ducks 
coincidental to goose hunting, leave this space blank). . • . . . . 

6. 	 In which county or counties did you hunt ducks during the regular 
duck 	season in Illinois in 1994? . . . COunty hunted nost:..-________ 

Second nost • • • 
'Ihird nost. • • . 

7. 	 List the number of ducks and coots you personally harvested during 
the regular duck season in Illinois in 1994. 00 NOr include birds 
killed in other states or countries. 

I personally killed 
and retrieved: 

Mallards 
Wocd rucks 
other rucks 
Coots 

I knocked down in sight 
but could not retrieve: 

rucks 

Coots 

8. 	 Did the "other ducks" you harvested include any canvasbacks? (circle number for 
appropriate 	number) 


Yes ..... 1 No..•..2 


8a. 	If "Yesll , how IllCU1y? ____ 

9. 	 How many days did you hunt ducks on the following types of areas during 
the regular duck season in Illinois in 1994? 

a. State- or federally-managed public hunting areas.•••.••..•._____ 
b. Municipal-, county-, or locally-controlled areas .•...•....•_____ 
c. Private duck clubs ...... .................................. * ____ 


d. other areas such as farm ponds, streams, rivers, marshes .••____ 

Figure 1. Continued - pane 2. 



REGUlAR GOOSE SEASON 

10. 	List the number of days you hunted geese and the number of geese you 
personally hru:vested during the regular goose season in Illinois in 1994-95. 
(NOI'E: If you killed all your geese coincidental to duck hunting, leave the number 
of days blank) 

Days canada Geese other Geese 
*In Southern Quota Zone (see map) 0 0 0.0___ 

*In Rend Lake Quota Zone (see map) 0"" "___ 


*other areas (write in name of each 

county): ao__________

bo___________ 
Co ___________________ 

110 	 How many geese did you knock down in sight but neither you nor anyone 
else could retrieve? . '0 0 0 0 0 • • 0 0 • • 0 • • • 0 • • • 0 • 

12. 	 If you hunted canada geese in the Southern Illinois Quota Zone: 

12ao Which refuge were you closest to most of the time? (circle one number) 

Horseshoe Lake Refuge.• 1 Union County Refuge.. 2 Crab Orchard Refuge.. 3 

12b. How 'many days did you hunt and how many geese did you hru:vest on each of the 
the following types of areas? 

Days Geese 

*PUblic hunting areas................................._____ 

*Connnercial goose hunting clubs where a daily, weekly, 

seasonal, or other fee was charged••..•.•..••.••..••_______ 
*Non-commercial goose hunting clubs or other private 
~ where no fee was charged........••..••.••.••••____ 

YOUR OPINIONS 

13. 	The dates for the 1994 teal season were September 10-18. How do you feel 
about using similar dates (September 9-17) for the 1995 teal season? 

Too 	early... 1 About right•.. 2 Too late.•. 3 No opinion... 4 

14 0 	 l:b you prefer that legal shooting time for the September teal season begin 
at sunrise or 1/2 hour before sunrise? 

At sunrise..••• 1 1/2 hour before sunrise....• 2 No opinion•.••. 3 

15. 	 If 40 days are allowed for the regular duck season in 1995, on which of the 
following days would you prefer that the season begin and end? (write in "1" for 
your first choice, "2" for your second choice, and 113" for your third choice) 

*Begin on Wednesday and end on Sunday,. 0.00 

*Begin on Thursday and end on Monday. 0 

__ 

0 ••• ' __ 

*Begin on Saturday and end on Wednesday., .•__ 

Figure 1. Continued - page 3. 



16. 	 'Ihe state of Illinois is divided into a North Zone, Central Zone, and South Zone for 
purposes of setting the dates for the re::.:JUlar duck and goose hunting seasons (see map 
on first page). VJhat is your opinion of the boundaries that separate these three 
zones? (circle number for appropriate answer for each boundary) 

Present Should be Should be 
location is moved further moved further No 
about right north south Opinion 

Boundary between North 
and Central Zones. . . 1 • 2 • . . • 3 4 

BouJ'rlary between Central 
and South Zones. . . . 1 ...... 2 ...... 3 ...... 4 

16a. 	In which zone did you hunt ducks and/or geese most during the 1994-95 
season? (circle number for appropriate answer for ducks and for geese) 

Ducks: North Zone•.• 1 Central Zone.•• 2 South Zone••• 3 
Geese: North Zone ... l Central zone... 2 South Zone... 3 

17. 	 'Ihe Depart.Inent of Conservation implemented a canada goose harvest monitoring system in 
18 counties in the North and Central Zones for the 1994-95 season. Goose hunters in 
these counties nrust have a special permit (issued free), and they nrust report the 
canada geese they harvest via a toll-free phone number. 'Ibis system clears the way 
for longer goose seasons (averaged over several years), and at the same time,prevents 
over harvest of the goose population. Which of the follar.ving statements best 
describes your attitude toward the monitoring system and permit requirement? (circle 
number for appropriate answer) 

*'!he extra days of goose hunting make the inconveniences of 
the monitoring system and permit requirement worthwhile..•..... 1 

*'!he monitoring system and permit requirement are more trouble 
than they are worth. Discontinue them and control the goose 
harvest with a shorter season........................... . •..... 2 

*No 	opinion...................................................... 3 


18. 	 'Ibe Depart.Inent of conservation has the option of setting the goose hunting season so 
that it overlaps the duck season or so that it occurs after the duck season. 'Ibe 
first option allO\\1S hunters to shoot ducks and geese at the same time but provides 
fewer total days of waterfar.vl hunting opportunity. 'Ibe second option provides more 
days of waterfar.vl hunting opportunity but hunters cannot shoot ducks and geese at the 
same time. 'Ibe duck migration peaks in mid-November, and the goose migration peaks in 
mid-December. With these facts in mind, which of the follar.ving options do you prefer 
for setting the goose hunting season in Illinois? (circle number for appropriate 
answer) 

*Set goose season so that it totally overlaps duck season..••••.. l 
*Set goose season so that it partially overlaps duck season•.•... 2 
*Set g<?O~ season so that it occurs totally after duck season.... 3 
*No 	Op1nlon... . .................................................. 4 


- 19. 	 For the moment, asstmle that the goose season will overlap the duck season by 20 days 
and that 5 of these days will occur at the beginning of the duck season. 'Ibe other 15 
days could take place during the first half- of the duck season or during the second 
half. Which do you prefer? 

During first half... l During second half•.. 2 No opinion... 3 

'!hank you for your cooperation 
FOSTAGE IS PREPAID 

Figure 1. Continued - page 4. 
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Brent Manning 
Director 

Illinois Department of Conservation 
John W. Corner!o 
Deputy Director Ine and land together 

LINCOLN lOWER PLAZA • 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET • SPRINGFIELD 62701-1787 Bruce F. Clay 
CHICAGO OFFICE • ROOM 4-300 • 100 WEST RANDOLPH 60601 Assistant Director 

Dear Fellow Sportsman: 

You are one of a select group of Illinoisans asked to furnish 
information on your waterfowl hunting activities during the past 
hunting season. 

The information supplied by you and other selected hunters is vital 
to the management of our waterfowl resources: (1) to safeguard 
waterfowl populations, (2) to grant maximum waterfowl hunting 
opportunity to license holders, and (3) to maintain an attractive 
level of hunter success. 

The information you provide is used to better understand the 
welfare of the various waterfowl populations. These statistics 
include distribution of total harvest, number of hunters, and 
hunting success. 

Your reply is very important, even if you did not hunt waterfowl or 
were not successful. only a limited number of waterfowl hunters 
can be contacted, therefore, your response is urgently needed. 

Please take a few minutes and fill" out the parts of the 
"questionnaire that apply to you. If you do not remember exact 
figures, please give your best estimate. 

Drop the completed questionnaire in the mail. Postage is prepaid. 

Yours for better waterfowling. 

?~~~
Chief 
Division of Wildlife Resources 

JMV:WLA: lc 
Enclosure 
Wl 

Figure 2. The letter that accompanied the first mailing of the questionnaire. 



Brent Manning 
Director 

Department of ConservationIllinois 
John W. Comerio 
'Deputy Director life and land together 

LINCOLN lOWER PLAZA • 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET • SPRINGFIELD 62701-1787 Bruce F. Clay 
CHICAGO OFFICE • ROOM 4-300 • 100 WEST RANDOLPH S0601

Assistant Director 

Dear Fellow Sportsman: 

Recently we mailed you a Waterfowl Hunting Questionnaire, and 
requested that you fill out and return it as soon as possible. We 
have not received your form at this time -- perhaps because you 
have misplaced the questionnaire or haven't found time to complete 
it and return it to us. 

We are enclosing another questionnaire which we hope you will 
complete and return to us. If you have already returned a 
questionnaire, please destroy this one. The information supplied
by you and other waterfowl hunters being sampled will be of great
value to the Conservation Department in better directing the 
management of Illinois' waterfowl resources. 

Please fill out the questionnaire completely and return it even if 
you did not hunt waterfowl, or were not· successful. 

Postage is prepaid for returning the completed questionnaire. Your 
prompt attention will be sincerely appreciated. 

Thank You. 

o;~~
~~~/M~/Ver Steeg 

Chief . 
Division of Wildlife Resources 

JMV:WLA: lc 
Enclosure 
W2 

Figure 3. The letter that accompanied the second mailing of the questionnaire. 



Brent Manning 
Director 

Illinois Departmentof Conservation 
John W. Comeno 
Deputy Director life and land together 

LINCOLN TOWER PLAZA • 524 SOUTH SECOND STREET • SPRINGFIELD 62701-17873ruce F. Clay 
CHICAGO OFFICE • ROOM 4-300 • 100 WEST RANDOLPH 60601

t\ssistant Director 

Dear Fellow Sportsman: 

This letter is to remind you that we still would like to receive a 
report of your waterfowl hunting activities for the past season. 
We don't like to keep bothering you, but this information is very
important which only you can supply. 

Another copy of the questionnaire is enclosed. We hope you will 
complete it and return it as soon as possible. If you have already 
returned a questionnaire, please destroy this one. Your response 
is needed--even though you did not hunt waterfowl or had an 
unsuccessful season. 

Postage is prepaid for returning the questionnaire. Just fill it 
out and drop in the mail. Please help us complete this survey by 
sending your questionnaire 
greatly appreciated. 

now. Your prompt attention will be 

Thank You. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~~Ver steeq-
Chief 
Division .of Wildlife Resources 

JMV:WLA:lc 
Enclosure 
W3 

Figure 4. The letter that accompanied the third mailing of the questionnaire. 



DEAR WATERFOWL HUNTER: MY PERSONAL HUNTING RECORD (1994 - 95) 

The Department of Conservation needs your cooperation and: Date I Shot Number I Killed Number I Knocked 
assistance to determine the harvest of waterfowl in Illinois: of Noth- 1-_-..:::a:..;.nd;;-;.R.;;:et:.;;;r:.:.:ie::..:v.;:ed-=-_~I--...;Dow=.;.:.;;n..;...;;;b.;;;ut~LOrS::.:t-_1 
during the approaching hunting season. Please keep an ae-, Hunt ing Ducks Geese Coots Ducks Geese Coots 
curate record of the number of days you hunt. the number ;.-:---+.........:::.......,i-=~=-~==+==+===-t-===-t--=-=:;.I 
and kinds of waterfowl you harvest. and the number of water- :-:----I---+---I----1i----I---+---+---1 
fowl you knock down but can not retrieve. =-:----+--+---+--~f__--+_---I-----+---I 

DO NOT MAIL THIS CARD !-:---I---I---+-----If----I---+--+-~I 

After the 1994 - 95 hunting season (in late January). we will !-:----1---1---1---1---11---11---11---1 
send you a questionnaire to fill out and return to us. This infor- :-:----I---+----t--__i----I---+---t---I 
mation will assist the Department of Conservation in the proper !-,---+--1---+---+--+---+---1---1 
management of our waterfowl resources. !...:----+--+---+--~f__--+_--_I_--__+---I 

Thank you for your cooperation. ~ !-:,___+ __1­__+­__+ __+ __-+__-1___1 

Printed by authority 01 the Slate of Illinois 5M - 10194 W 

IL 422-0582 : Season Totals ___________________1 
I , 

Figure 5. The pre-season notice that was sent to persons on the mailinq list 
for the 1994-95 Illinois Waterfowl Hunter Survey. 



1994 
WATERFOWL 
HUNTING 
INFORMATION 
Non-Toxic Shot Required Statewide 

New Regulations Other Than Dates Are In Italics and Shaded~ 


DAILY 

SPECIES DATES (Incfusl.e) HOORS LIMIT 


~ 

POSSESSION 
LIMfT 

Sept 10· Sept 18 Sunrise 4 
(Stalewide) 10 Sunset 

3 
Ducks North (See section on 

Ocl. 20 . Nov. 28 V, hour __---.E!.allLimitS) 

before 

Central 
 5 2 x daily

Mergansers 
sunrise 

(See section on bag limit 
__~!lLimits) 

Coots 

10 sunset~ OcI.27·Dec.5 

South 

Nov. 3 . Dec. 12 
 15 30 

ALL GEESE jb) 

North Oct. 20 - Nov. 13 
8. Northern 8. Nov. 23 . Dec. 18 

7. only 2 Canada 14. only 4 Canada 
geese and 2 white­ geese and 4 white· 

sunrise fronted geese fronted geese (d) 
Cenlral Ocl. 27 . Ocl. 30 to Sunsel 

8. Cenlral 8. Nov. 23 Jan. 8, 1995 
II. Quota 


Zone 


_~____--.:S~0~u~t::.h-l--':'Dec::.3. Jan. 2"'2.:..;1"'99.:;.5=-_+-____--l________+ 

8 

_______---l 
til hour 

Rend Lake Quota Zone Dec. J - Jan. 22. 1995 belore 7, only 2 Canada 14, only 10 (d) Canada 
8. Southern IL Quola Zone sunrise geese and 2 white· geese and 4 white· 

__ .._____I_t03 p.m.(cL Ironted geese fronted geese 

tal The Decartment ofConservalion will close the Canada goose season earlier than dales listed above in a quota lOne by giVing .8 hOurs nolice 
when Quotas eStabliShed by tederal regulations are reached in that quota zone. 

(bt All Geese fnCludes: Canada Geese. Snow/Btue Geese. Ross' Geese. White·Fronted Geese, and Brants, 
(C) Sunset clOSIng last 3 days of season unlesl Mason closes earty due to reachino Quota. 
(d) 	Persons in possession of Canada geesetn excess of twice the datty bag limit (as allowed in the Rend lake and Southern illinois quo,azones 

Onlv) must identify each individual goose with a tag if transponed out of that Zone. The tag must contain the hunter's mtN, slgnalurit. and 
address. and the date of kill and the location of the kill. " 

WATERFOWL HUNTING ZONES 
Northern ZOM • The pOrtion of the Slate north of a Une running east from the Jowa border along ,lIinois Route 92 to, U,S, Interstate 280. east 
aloflq U.S, Interstate 280 to U.S. Interstate 80. then east along U.S, Interstate 80 to lhe Indiana border, 

Centrillomt • That POtlion of the State south of the nortnern lOMe boundary 10 the Modoc Ferry landino On the Mlssjssippl Rivet and east 
a.ong the MOdoc Ferry Road to Randolph Countv Highwav 12 to IllillOiS Route 3. then north to !ninois Route t59, then nonh to lIlinois Route 
161. then east to illinois Roule 4, then north to U.S, Interstate 70. For duck hunting. the Central/South lone boundary Ihen continues east along 
1·7010IhelndianabOrder. TMCtnrrllIZ."..far(1llHiltl.th'U4lINUfarduck...xc.plrtl.,.llofBond.F....fI.&EfllnI/h__tlH.tlllIKl:_ 
from'''eC.",,.,GooseZone, . '~~";"\ .:~,. ~\,. ,.,::!t> .,~.'" .:-' 
Sou'''e.... Zone· The south zone lor ducks ellCtends from the southern bOundary 01 lhit central dock zone sooth to Che remalndet of lhe state. 
which i51he .ame a"asl y.ar. TIIUouthzoitilfor(j....""'_1'rmI rtlillftiu/tlem_.ryo/l"..."t"'~_ioU"'to",..."..lndlJr. 
of llUI sl.I.li1!d. iJ"II~. ,••, yNr, IlKIludH .11 of Si)nd" Eftlllg/lam _ F....rt. OOUl!tIeI. . . 

LICENSES, STAMPS, AND PERMITS ~-~ Hunlers musl have a current, valid hunting license and 
Federal and Stale Migratory Walerfowl Stamps in Iheir 
possession at all times when alield. All required Siale 
stamps must be signed or affixed on the hunting license 
in the appropriate space. Federal stamps must be signed 
In ink across the face of the stamp. Please refer to the 
1994·95 Digest of Hunling & Trapping Regulations for 
exemptions and further information. 

Annual Fees Are (including agent's lees): 
Resident Hunting license. . •. $ 7.50 

I." Non·resident Hunting license 
5 day/regular. . • .t2B.75IS5O.75 

Resident Senior Hunting License ...........$ 4.00 
State Waterfowl Slamp... . .. $tO.5O~-..~----" .......... Federal Waterfowl Stamp...... . .$15.00'
~ 1'Mtt.ma...r.,. 

Sportsman's License (hunt.flsh}. . .. $19.25 


!;ZSl-~- .... canada Goose HuntIng Plmnlf /or 
Northern and Central IL QuO/a Zones . .••••• Free 

'"Does not include agenl's tee whIch may be SOC Or lSC. 

A State Habital Stamp is NOT reQllired 10 hun1 waterfowl. 
"tLlJOII.I$t 

CJ·~~-='==· 
.MttCfwttW""'kIt.ruct.1IItd..,.",.,.--...... 

GOOSE QUOTA ZONES 
NEWPERMIT REQUIRED TO HUNT CANADA GEESEIN 
THE NEW NORTHERN & CENTRAL IL QUOTA ZONES.'* 1M w.wtowt Hunting Information Card for t;Mit.u,.) 

IF YOU WANTTOHUNTWATERFOWL IN ILLINOIS ANDYOU ARE: 

I YOUNEED: I ~ 111.6rl I :!r lo,ubIeU rs;r;.(.~ 
HuIIIH'I h:enM 
Ft(Itr,l1 
Watt!"low1 SI~ 

St.ale 
W"I~ffoWlSt..mD 

Northern IL Quot. Z"",,: DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry. and For Il'1e DIJ</)oM Of nns 5",1'0" ·'OISABl€O "dls.tUled Am8f«an '<1!IifU"1J .nth 

those portIons 0/ laSalle and Will counties north 0/ l.so. .., le"1;1 II'·'. W"",ee-re!aled d''I,m.I.llt!!S <)J' 11sml"'; pe'W!11J Ceflrl'''d "naer !l'Ie 
m.I'\O.S IderI!.licilt.OI"! C,Ird Act M nAnr>Q" Tl'f)e: 1 0' l'ype" Clan 261Hf).hIV 
SERviCEMAN" ... ~snMl)(l~ from I~ ArmenSe"'!!;". lu,,,,ng ~hwed 1M 

mollt .. ,.,. as an Ill1nois!"M«Monl ··UlNOOWN£A" l(')t tenl/lnl) ~ ttlose OtIf'lOna afld 
Cmtl7lllL QIIOI. Zone: calhoun, Cass, Fulton, Jersey. Knox, 
Mason, Morgan, PeorIa, PIke, Tazewell, andWoodford, and those lr-el'ti!~ ()arentl,btoInen.&!\dS!Sltf1l~ff~OI"lnlenla"d~mj 

hufttk!OOftthatlsnd.portIons of Grvndy, LaSe/Ie and Will counties soulh 0/ t-80. 
aSMlorCItIaM .,.now~~"'. St.,. W.tfII'k;wI $Iamp.nd

Southern IL Quota Zone • Alexander, Jackson, Union. and --HIm/Jnp.-....
Williamson counties. 


Rend Lake Quota Zone· Franklin and Jeffcrson counlies. 


BAG LIMIT 
Ducks 
Bag limits on ducks are eslablished by a convenlional bag limit as follows: 

The basic daily bag limit shall be 3 ducks, no more than two of which shall be wood ducks or mallards (no more than one hen 

mallard) and not more Ihan one black duck, one redhead. one pintail. or one canva.back. The dally bag limit lor mergansers 

Is 5. only 1of which may be a hooded merganser. The possession limit for ducks and mergansers is twice the daily bag limit. 


Geese 
The dally bag Umit of geese is 7 per day. which may nollnclude more than two Canada geese or their subspecies and two white· 

Ironled geese. 

Reter to the 1994 Waterfowl Hunting Inlormatlon card and fhe t994·95Digesl 01Hunting and Trapping Regulations lor a summary 

01 State and Federal regulations. NOTE: Each hunler ShOUld also consult Title SO. Code 01 Federal Regulations, Part 20, Chapter 

520 ollhe illinois Compiled Stalutes lor a complete listing of regulations, or talk with a local ConservaUon POlice Officer. 


Illinois Department 01 Conn..allon • DI.lslon 01 Wildlife Resources' Lincoln Tower Plaza 
524 South Seeond Slreet • Springfield, IL 82701-1781 • 2171782·6384 

lite lit..,. Oe9oIttf'I1!Im or COtISenfaillClfttetei¥es ftO!f.al hn.¥ICI8I.u$l$t~"notherfIOt~muSl comply Wlttl ~al.;Jru,-IJjSCnn'llll.lIj(Ift ~ In ~ wlln lh1t m~ Hum,lIl RlfJf'\t'i Act, m« !~s 
COt!$(lIutllOn 11111 lit 0111111 1964 eM RIghts AcJ, SectIOn S04 of ItlelOblha(uldolilOOn Act of 1913 H amen<leo• .lnd lhe U S ConshtultOll, Iht IIhtlOlS .I1mH1t Of COi"'WII.1t1oo CIOe$ tl(II iMclrmm.tle 
on III«! fJaSIS (II rae. '* sell, ~011 onglO aqe. or msaOIMy It you OebtMIlflal you t\MI ~dtscn""~ aq~!nst In any P'ogr;Jll'l. JC:\1.!lty. or tXill1y p6PifH COJIiJd ifill! EIlUJI Oppor!UruI'I' OIf<1It 
I)ep.Irlrnent ot Con~lIOII, &2" Sootfl 5«0111:1 SI ~t.ngfltfd, II. 611Q1"118.7, !(11) 1311616 or II'It 0111(. 01 HuNII ~esoUfUS. 0 S Fl$tlli'lCl W~. SeMCt W.uf'llMjlfln 0 C 10204 

Printed bV Aulhorily 0' Ihe Slate 0' Ulinols (20449 - l.SM - 9194) 	 Prmted on Recycled Paper 

Figure 6 • Hunting requlations during the regular duck and goose hunting seasons in Illinois in 1994-95. 
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1994 ILLINOIS PERMIT TO HUNT CANADA GEESE 

IN THE NORTHERN & CENTRAL ILLINOIS QUOTA ZONES 


This permit authorizes the person named below to hunt and possess Canada geese in accordance with State and 
Federal waterfowl regulations. This permit must be in possession of the person named below while hunting Canada 
geese. Failure to possess this permit while hunting in designated counties is a Class B misdemeanor punishable by 
fines of up to $500 and could result in revocation of your hunting license for up to five years. This permit and permit 
number are not transferable. It is unlawful to be in possession of another person's goose permit while hunting 
Canada geese. 

Permittee's Name______________________ Northern illinois Quota Zone: DuPage, Kane, Lake, McHenry and those 
portions of LaSalle and Will Counties north of I-80, 

Date 01 Birth (Month, Day, YearL~ Central illinois Quota Zone: Calhoun, Cass, Fulton, Jersey, Knox, Mason, 
Morgan, Peoria, Pike, Tazewell, WooClford, and those portions of LaSalle, 
Will and Grundy Counties south of 1-80,

Signature 01 ~~.ilt======================J 

This permit is valid only when all information requested on both sides is completed with signature affixed. 

Illinois Department of Conservation IL 422-Q870 
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Immediately upon taking possession of a Canada goose in the NEW Northern You must also reRort each Canada goose killed by callinPc toll free: 
and Central Illinois Quota Zones you must validate below by slitting or punch- 1·800·WET·LAND (938·5263) \TDD accessible) from a ouch tone phone 
ing the zone (C:::Central, N=Northern) and date of kill. Slit or punch one date for within 24 hours of the kill. Have his card handy when calling,

I! you have problems with this s~slem, please call the Division of Wildlifeeach Canada goose laken on that dale, Resources at (217)782-6384 from 8: 0 a,m.-5:00 p,m., Monday-Friday. 
ENTER YOUR 1994 Il WATERFOWLI PERMIT N~ 096325 I STAMP NO. (1 DIGIT PER BOX) 

MONTH DATE MONTH DATE 

DEC. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

OCT. 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C c 
NOV. 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N 

C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 

JAN. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
N N N N N N N N 


C C C C C C C C C C C C C C C 

N N N N N N N N N N N N N N N 

C C C C C C C C 
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Figure 8. 



Appendix A. 	 Mean number of duck hunters, days afield, and ducks harvested by 
county and administrative region (Illinois 1989 through 1993). In 
all years, the duck season was 30 days in length, and the bag limit 
was 3 ducks (2 mallards) per day. 

j2uck Harvest 
Days Wood Other Total 

County Hunters Afield Mallards Ducks Ducks Ducks 

Administrative Region: lA 
Boone 126 833 161 86 16 263 
Carroll 1010 10448 3778 780 1769 6328 
DeKalb 110 551 173 99 34 306 
Jo Daviess 578 3549 1055 426 671 2152 
Lee 267 1909 465 202 125 792 
Ogle 165 1075 235 153 77 465 
Stephenson 102 740 122 141 65 328 
Whiteside 760 8413 3187 1040 1108 5335 
Winnebago 440 2568 740 195' 88 1023 
Region Total 3558 30088 9917 3122 3952 16990 

Administrative Region: lB 
Bureau 770 7538 3382 797 923 5102 
Fulton 1544 12175 4444 1273 2705 8422 
Henderson 1065 10072 3698 812 1616 6126 
Henry 175 1169 398 128 116 642 
Knox 229 1605 418 65 441 925 
LaSalle 751 7612 2668 656 836 4159 
Marshall 1077 11587 5745 1116 1775 8636 
McDonough 21 261 38 0 11 49 
Mercer 416 4247 1221 363 381 1965 
Peoria 392 3190 1281 303 557 2142 
Putnam 791 9257 3920 725 1123 5768 
Rock Island 879 8749 2485 1143 1076 4704 
Stark 44 294 120 8 64 192 
Tazewell 598 5625 1858 570 1176 3604 
Warren 5 11 0 0 0 0 
Woodford 1011 10884 6331 1200 1616 9147 
Region Total 9768 94275 38006 9161 14416 61582 

Administrative 	Region: 2 

Cook 248 2360 619 156 365 1140 
DuPage 191 1467 428 123 108 659 
Grundy 660 5176 1755 393 480 2627 
Kane 574 3588 892 352 219 1463 

. 	 Kankakee 526 3825 1010 246 212 1468 
Kendall 242 1842 580 176 104 860 
Lake 1155 10708 2855 465 1880 5199 

~ 	 McHenry 1208 8674 2623 774 890 4287 
Will 1618 13536 4103 924 886 5912 
Region Total 6422 51176 14864 3607 5143 23615 



Duck Harvest 
Days Wood Other Total 

County Hunters Afield Mallards Ducks Ducks Ducks 

Administrative Region: 3A 

Adams 746 9122 2838 618 1189 46~~5 
Brown 131 1209 619 165 227 1011 
Calhoun 1901 21734 9427 2647 4838 16911 
Cass 1189 11923 5322 1612 1719 8653 
Christian 222 1557 508 102 295 905 
Greene 143 1532 564 139 365 1068 
Hancock 263 2666 692 173 573 1438 
Jersey 721 9145 3273 926 2120 6319 
Logan 32 207 37 40 5 82 
Macoupin 216 2605 604 167 360 1132 
Mason 1936 19829 8643 2455 3806 14904 
Menard 5 16 0 0 0 0 
Montgomery 207 2573 664 126 499 1289 
Morgan 163 2141 721 83 280 1084 
Pike 979 10778 3868 1030 2167 7064 
Sangamon 257 1812 700 142 251 1094 
Schuyler 271 2333 1010 330 267 1607 
Scott 17 115 14 38 0 52 
Region Total 9397 101297 39503 10792 18962 69257 

Administrative Region: 3B 

Champaign 82 361 79 71 49 199 
Clark 27 212 64 24 29 117 
Coles 27 336 46 5 33 84 
Cumberland 17 169 56 3 66 125 
Dewitt 180 863 217 36 87 340 
Douglas 28 100 17 11 0 28 
Edgar 72 898 178 32 165 375 
Ford 27 130 32 3 8 42 
Iroquois 146 1151 382 122 90 594 
Livingston 106 458 72 59 41 172 
Macon 266 3178 1131 261 435 1827 
McLean 92 491 119 57 52 228 
Moultrie 284 2023 516 252 386 1153 
Piatt 11 69 8 24 3 35 
Shelby 309 2283 683 82 345 1110 
Vermillion 159 1319 191 72 148 411 
Region Total 1834 14041 3787 1114 1938 6839 

Administrative Region: 4 

Bond 305 2560, 1148 133 514 1795 
Clinton 707 5352 2326 704 901 393~ 
Madison 641 5380 1568 519 1442 3529 
Monroe 359 3232 1143 191 713 2046 
Randolph 498 4639 1120 285 1058 2463 
st. Clair 577 4574 1485 429 889 2803 
Washington 94 770 249 31 44 324 
Region Total 3181 26508 9040 2291 5561 16892 



Duck Harvest 

County Hunters 
Days 

Afield Mallards 
Wood 
Ducks 

Other 
Ducks 

Total 
Ducks 

Administrative Region: 5 

Alexander 268 2206 776 359 165 1299 
Clay 
Crawford 

38 
28 

340 
292 

110 
92 

66 
30 

72 
12 

248 
135 

Edwards 23 213 112 11 8 132 
Effingham 
Fayette 
Franklin 

5 
1205 

729 

32 
11557 

6523 

3 
5261 
2284 

3 
1112 

746 

0 
2075 
1063 

5 
8449 
4093 

Gallatin 60 496 180 69 61 309 
Hamilton 11 175 27 13 17 57 
Hardin 11 43 6 6 3 15 
Jackson 920 7095 2146 740 1018 3903 
Jasper 
Jefferson 

21 
976 

236 
8452 

45 
3693 

3 
1044 

71 
1405 

118 
6142 

Johnson 49 265 79 80 37 196 
Lawrence 17 65 28 29 3 59 
Marion 99 580 156 59 58 272 
Massac 324 3089 874 528 339 1740 
Perry 
Pope 
Pulaski 

403 
50 

119 

4193 
436 
827 

788 
258 
146 

186 
31 

224 

1043 
98 
27 

2017 
388 
397 

Richland 16 184 35 11 33 78 
Saline 65 585 127 79 33 239 
Union 503 3931 1312 644 605 2561 
Wabash 109 1141 363 180 183 726 
Wayne 
White 

59 
76 

351 
549 

171 
309 

38 
89 

16 
54 

225 
451 

Williamson 374 2297 949 334 535 1818 
Region Total 6559 56154 20330 6712 9032 36074 

Unknown 427 2600 1030 237 471 1738 

state total 41146 376139 136477 37036 59475 232988 

'. 


